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BOOK # NAME LOCATION 

1 Health, Environment and Safety Manager Corporate Office 

2 Ellwood HES Coordinator Corporate Office 

3 Coastal Operations Manager Corporate Office 

4 Spare Corporate Office 

5 Central Files Corporate Office 

6 Ellwood Operations Supervisor Office 

7 Ellwood Control Room Control Room 

8 Platform Holly Control Room Control Room 

9 U.S. Coast Guard Santa Barbara Marine Safety 
Detachment 

10 Ca. OSPR Los Alamitos Office 

11 Ca. State Lands Commission Long Beach Office 

12 Santa Barbara County  OEM Santa Barbara Office 

13 Santa Barbara County Planning & 
Development 

Energy Division 

14 Santa Barbara County Fire Department Main Office 

15 City of Goleta Advance Planning Division 

16 Harley Marine Long Beach Office 

17 Bureau of Safety and Environmental  
Enforcement 

 
Camarillo Office 

18   

19   

20   

21   

22   

23   

24   

25   

26   

27   

28   

29   

30   

31   

32   
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REVISION  DATE DESCRIPTION OF REVISION 

1 1/2008 Distribution List: Added #11 and #12.  
New Tab & Certificates: Inserted COFR Certificates  
Section 2: Pages 3, 4, 43, 46, 48 

Appendices:  
• C: Inserted “Spill Response Notification 

Form” and “Site Safety Plan” 
• G: Inserted new 2008 Clean Seas Certs 

2 2/4/2008 Cross Reference 
Section 2: Multiple pages 

Appendices:  
• A: Multiple pages 
• B: Multiple pages 
• H: Page 2 
• I: Pages 1, 3 ,6 ,12 
• J: Multiple pages 
• M: Multiple pages 
• N: Page 10 
• Q: Pages 4, 5,13 
• S: Page 3 

3 2/20/2008 TOC: Page 13 
Section 2: Pages 8-12, 51 
Appendix F: Added 2008 CS Inventory of Equip & 
Materials  

4 5/2008 Record of Revisions: Reformatted  
TOC: Pages 1,4,7,9,10 
User’s Guide 

             Cross Reference: Pages 1-4, 6-9 
             Section 1: Pages 1, 2, 14, 15 
             Section 2: Pages 4, 6, 8, 9, 15-17, 21, 22, 27-44, 49, 53,  
                               55, 56, 60, 61  

Appendices:  
• B: Pages 1, 4 
• C: Added 2 new Spill Response 

Notification Forms (Onshore & Offshore), 
Updated USCG phone # on Agency 
Telephone Log 

• H: Pages 1, 4 
• I: Page 14 
• J: Pages 2, 4, 7 
• K: Pages 5, 6, 8 
• L: Pages 2, 3, 5 
• P: Pages 2, 4 
• R: Pages 1,3,7,8 
• T: Page 1  
• U: Pages 1-3 

5 9/2009 Section 2: Pages 3 & 38 
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REVISION  DATE DESCRIPTION OF REVISION 

6 1/2010 Section 2: Pages 4 & 38 

7 08/10 COFR Certs – OSPR certs 2010 
Dist List & Record of Revisions pgs i & iv; 
Cross Reference – footnote; 
General, all sections, update ACP to 2008; 
Section 1 – pg 1-4; 
Section 2 – pg 2-9 Table 2-3, 2-21 Platform Holly, 2-43 & 44 Table 
2-19; 
Appendices: 

• A: various for Barge Olympic Spirit 
• B: Sect B.3.1 for Barge Olympic Spirit 
• E: revision for MSDSonline 
• F: pg F-1, CS Equipment List 
• L: Table L-1 & L-2 

 
*BOEM biennial review and submittal 

8 03-24-2011 Record of Revisions: Reformatted and Update 

  TOC:  
Pages F-1, update page information 
 F-7, added 33 CFR 154.1035 Surveillance and Aerial Tracking 
Equipment Clean Seas 
G-1, Clean Seas Certificates of Contractual Services 2011 
G-1 Contractual Services MSA NRC 
Added NRC Equipment List 
Added NRC Personnel 
 H-1, Updated page information 
H-3, Updated NRC Table Personnel Count 
I-1, Updated page information 
I-12 updated page information 

     Users Guide: 

  Cross Reference F-7, G-1 

  Section 1 Cross Reference 
Appendices:  

• F page 1 
• F page 7 
• G page 1 

 
 

9 12/2011 Edits for Line 96 Modifications  

10 3/2012 Section 2 
• Pages 1-31 
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2.1 RESPONSE ORGANIZATION 

Venoco, Inc has organized an emergency response organization using the structure of the 

Incident Command System (ICS). The organization consists of two interrelated response teams, 

an Initial Incident Response Team (IIRT) and a Sustained Incident Response Team (SIRT). 

Diagrams of the response teams are shown in Figure 2-1 and 2-2.  Duty Sheets for the response 

organization are included in Appendix D of the South Ellwood Field OSCP.  

Venoco’s response to an incident is organized around the Venoco Emergency Management 

System (VEMS) functions in a response to: 

• Mobilize resources to control and contain an incident with rapid, responsible and 

effective actions. 

• Minimize damage, injury and environmental effects from the incident. 

• Manage information accurately for tactical and strategic decisions. 

• Maintain a positive relationship with government agencies, the media and the public. 

2.1.1 Initial Incident Response Team 

The Venoco Person-In-Charge (PIC) at the scene heads the IIRT as the Incident Commander 

(IC). The minimum elements of the ICS are three positions: IC, Safety and Operations. The IIRT 

consists of all facility personnel on site at the time of detection of the incident. Clean Seas 

provides the primary response. 

The IIRT is responsible for containment and cleanup if: 

• The spill source has been controlled. 

• The IIRT has adequate resources to handle the incident. 

2.1.2 Sustained Incident Response Team 

The Sustained Incident Response Team (SIRT) is organized into five functional sections: 

Command, Operations, Planning, Logistics, and Finance and is activated to the level necessary, 

if: 

• The spill requires additional responses not available to the IIRT. 

• The source remains uncontrolled. 

• The spill threatens to go or goes offsite. 

• The spill threatens the ocean. 

• The exact nature of the incident is unclear. 
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Figure 2-1.  Organization of Initial Incident Response Team (IIRT) 
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The IC of the IIRT serves initially as the Incident Commander until relieved by the IC of the SIRT. 

Each Section Chief calls up team members of his/her section as appropriate.  The SIRT (see 

Figure 2-2) includes Clean Seas, which is responsible for on-water containment, recovery and 

cleanup and shoreline protection, and NRC Environmental Services (NRCES) provides on-shore 

spill response and shoreline cleanup.  The primary and alternate IC IIRT and team members of 

the SIRT, including response times, are provided in Table 2-1.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Figure 2-2.  Organization of Sustained Incident Response Team (SIRT) 
 
 

Table 2-1.  IIRT Incident Commander And Sustained Incident Response Team 

    

Position Primary/Alternate Location Response 
Time 

IIRT Incident 
Commander 

(P) Jeff MacDonald 
(A) Person-In-Charge 

Ellwood Onshore Facility 
Ellwood Onshore Facility 

30 minutes 
45 minutes 

SIRT Incident 
Commander 

(P) Ian Levitt 
(A) Donn Schmohr 

Carpinteria Office 
 

45 minutes 
30 hours 

Safety Officer (P) Alan Stetler 
(A) Walt McCarty  

Carpinteria Office 
Carpinteria Office 

30 minutes 
30 minutes 

Liaison Officer (P) Pat Corcoran 
(A) Bruce Carter 

Carpinteria Office 
Carpinteria Office 

30 minutes 
30 minutes 

Public Information 
Officer 

(P) Lisa Rivas 
(A) Steve Greig  

Carpinteria Office 
Carpinteria Office 

30 minutes 
30 minutes 

Operations Section 
Chief 

(P) Jeff MacDonald 
(A) Joe Hollis 

Ellwood Onshore Facility 
Montalvo 

30 minutes 
45 minutes 

Staging / Security 
Unit Leader 

(P) NRCES 
(A) NRCES 

Ventura 
Ventura 

45 minutes 
45 minutes 

Incident Commander

Safety Officer Public Info. Officer

Liaison Officer

Staging/Security

Engineering

Surveillance

Decontamination

Response Contractor/
COOP

Operations Chief

Environmental

Documentation

Status Boards

Planning Chief

Communications

Services

Logistics Chief

Insurance

Legal

Finance
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Table 2-1.  IIRT Incident Commander And Sustained Incident Response Team 

    

Position Primary/Alternate Location Response 
Time 

Engineering Unit 
Leader 

(P)  
(A)  

Carpinteria Office 
Carpinteria Office 

60 minutes 
30 minutes 

Surveillance Unit 
Leader 

(P) Clean Seas 
(A) Clean Seas 

Carpinteria  
Carpinteria  

30 minutes 
30 minutes 

Decontamination 
Unit Leader 

(P) NRCES 
(A) NRCES 

Ventura 
Ventura 

45 minutes 
45 minutes 

Planning Section 
Chief 

(P) Joel Toreja 
(A) Dan Taimuty 

Carpinteria Office 

Carpinteria Office 

30 minutes 
30 minutes 

Environmental Unit 
Leader 

(P) Tony Stebleton 
(A) RMA 

Carpinteria Office 
 

30 minutes 
 

Documentation Unit 
Leader 

(P) Nicole Ling 
(A) Martha Saavedra 

Carpinteria Office 
Carpinteria Office 

30 minutes 
30 minutes 

Situation Unit 
Leader 

(P) Bob Zahner 
(A) Jody Robins 

Carpinteria Office 
Carpinteria Office 

30 minutes 
30 minutes 

Logistics Section 
Chief 

(P) George Ramsey 
(A) Doug Taylor 

Carpinteria Office 
Carpinteria Plant 

45 minutes 
45 minutes 

Communications 
Unit Leader 

(P) Brad Allen 
IT Help Desk 

Carpinteria Office 
 

45 minutes 
 

Services Unit 
Leader 

(P) Tiffany Tapp 
(A) Matt Ott 

Carpinteria Office 
Carpinteria Office 

45 minutes 
45 minutes 

Finance Section 
Chief 

(P) Michael Howell 
(A)  

Carpinteria Office 
Carpinteria Office 

45 minutes 
45 minutes 

Legal Advisor (P) Brian Donovan 
(A)   

Carpinteria Office 
Carpinteria Office 

4 to 8 hours 
30 minutes 

Emerg. Ops Coor. (P) Joesphine Carioti 
(A)  

Carpinteria Office 
Carpinteria Office 

30 minutes 
30 minutes 

Claims / Insurance 
Unit Leader 

(P) Michael Howell 
(A)  

Carpinteria Office 
Carpinteria Office 

45 minutes 
45 minutes 
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2.1.3 Qualified Individual (QI) and Designated Alternate 

The QI/Designated Alternate is responsible for the implementation of this plan.  The QI will 

immediately notify the State IC of this transfer of responsibilities and authorities.  Venoco’s QI and 

Designated Alternate are English-speaking representatives, located in the U.S., available on a 

24-hour basis, and capable of arriving at the facility in a reasonable period of time (no more than 

12 hours).  They are familiar with the plan and trained in the responsibilities and authorities of the 

QI/Designated Alternate.  They are knowledgeable in: 

• Applicable Federal and State OSHA standards in emergency response operations. 

• How to implement the OSCP. 

• Requirements of the National Contingency Plan and Area Contingency Plan as 

required by OPA 90. 

• Spill prevention and response provisions and procedures of the plan. 

• Resources committed or that could potentially be committed for an incident. 

• Procedures for obtaining or obligating funds for response activities and persons to 

contact who could expedite such actions. 

• Ability to assess the need for additional resources and to make call-outs and 

contractual agreements. 

• Ability to act as liaison between the facility and the State IC and FOSC. 

Responsibilities and authority of the QI/Designated Alternate include: 

• Implement the OSCP for the South Ellwood Field. 

• Ensure internal and external notifications are made. 

• Assume role of IC of the response team. 

• Initiate communication with the FOSC and State IC.  Continue to act as liaison with 

federal, state, and local officials. 

• Obligate either directly or through prearranged contracts any funds/monies required 

to carry out all necessary or directed response activities. 

• Develop strategic objectives and direct overall response operations. 

• Approve all response plans for the company and the ordering/release of resources. 

• Assess the possible hazards to human health and environment due to the release. 

• Assess and implement prompt removal actions to contain and remove the substance 

released. 

• Coordinate rescue and response actions. 

• Review and approve of press releases. 
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2.2 NOTIFICATION AND REPORTING PROCEDURES 

2.2.1 Notification Procedures 

An important step in emergency response is the notification of others involved in the incident.  

Notification is essential to: 

• Comply with local, state and federal regulations. 

• Activate the response organization. 

• Alert Company management. 

• Inform third parties (adjacent operators, community) of an incident. 

• Obtain assistance and cooperation of regulatory agencies. 

• Mobilize response resources. 

Venoco has in place a set of well-defined internal and external notification procedures (provided 

in Table 2-2E).  These notification procedures establish a clear order of priority for notification 

and, in the event of an incident, must be followed to completion.  If the responsible person is 
unable to notify a person listed, then the responsible person must make the notifications (if 

any) for that person (see Table 2-2E).   

The form "Spill Response Notification Form” (Appendix C) will be used to provide accurate oil spill 

incident information for the initial and follow-up notifications to federal, state, and local agencies.  

Copies of this form will be kept in the offices of the IIRT and SIRT ICs and designated alternates and 

the Liaison Officer.  

 Initial notifications will not be delayed pending collection of all information on the form.  All 
required government agency notifications will be made as soon as possible after the 

discovery of the spill or threatened discharge of oil.  Follow-up notifications will be made by 

the Liaison Officer as directed and approved by the Incident Commander. 

2.2.2 Agency Notification and Reporting Requirements 

A summary of agency notification and reporting requirements is provided in Table 2-3. 
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TABLE 2-2E: INITIAL EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES 
   

Responsible Person Notification Made Telephone Number  
Incident Observer 1. Facility Supervisor or Person-In-           

Charge (PIC) 
EOF, 961-2375 
Holly, 961-2360 

IIRT IC (Facility Supervisor 
or Person-In-Charge) 
 
Do not delay if calling Clean 
Seas and/or NRCES: 
 
Provide the following 
information if known: 
 
• Time of event 
• Location 
• Type of oil event 
• Release volume (est.) 
• Current isolate, contain, 

control measures 
 

1. Activate IIRT and notify SIRT IC 
based on assessment of situation  

Table 2-16 

2.     (911) – Santa Barbara County 
Emergency Response 

911 or (805) 683-
2724 if using cell 

3. Adjacent Facility PIC EOF, 961-2375 
Holly, 961-2360 
 

Adjacent Facility PIC 1.  Clean Seas to assist or standby (if 
spill threatens ocean) 
 
2. NRCES for terrestrial spill 
 
3. If oil threatens or enters 

navigable waters (including 
creeks, ocean)  

or 
 If spill to land (>1 bbl) or offsite 
emergency call:  
         
 
National Response Center 
CA Office of Emergency Services 
 

(805) 684-3838 
If no answer: 
(805) 684-4719 
(800) 337-7455 (24-
hr) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(800) 424-8802 
(800) 852-7550 
 

SIRT IC 1. Operations Section Chief Table 2-16 
2. Planning Section Chief Table 2-16 
3. Logistics Section Chief Table 2-16 
4. Finance Section Chief Table 2-16 
5. Liaison Officer Table 2-16 
6. Safety Officer Table 2-16 
7. Public Information Officer Table 2-16 
8.    Emergency Ops Coordinator Table 2-16 
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TABLE 2-2E: INITIAL EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES 
   

Responsible Person Notification Made Telephone Number  

Operations Section Chief Operations staff as needed Table 2-16 

Logistics Section Chief Logistics staff as needed Table 2-16 

Finance Section Chief Finance staff as needed Table 2-16 

Planning Section Chief Planning staff as needed Table 2-16 

Note: 
Personnel safety and response considerations always take precedence over notification 
procedures.   
Notifications must be followed to completion.  If the responsible person is unable to notify a 
person noted, then the IC must make the notification (if any) for that person.   
Verbal notification of the public if affected may be necessary. VENOCO will rely on public law 
enforcement agencies for assistance.   
Each notification of Company personnel should be logged in the Telephone Log with the 
following information (See Appendix C for an Agency Telephone Log): 

1. Time of notification 
2. Team member’s name 
3. Assigned duty location 
4. Estimated arrival at the prescribed duty location 

Other agency notifications may be required; IIRT IC must review Table 2-3 and assign 
notifications to Liaison Officer or other appropriate person. (For agency phone numbers see 
Table 2-19).  
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Table 2-3.  Agency Notification and Reporting Requirements  
(Note:  For agency telephone numbers, see Directory, Table 2-19) 
    

 
Agency 

 
Particulars 

 
Verbal Report 

 
Written Report 

National 
Response Center 

Notify for any discharge on or 
threatening navigable waters, including 
surface water and drainages, and 
shorelines. 

Immediately None required. 

California 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency (Cal-EMA) 

Notify immediately of any release of 1 bbl 
(42 gallons) or more to land or any 
amount to State waters. 

Immediately  

 Notify of any significant release of 
hazardous materials with offsite impacts 

Immediately Written report, using 
form found in Title 19 
CCR, Section 2705 for 
releases of extremely 
hazardous or CERLA-
listed substances over 
the RQ within 30 days. 

United States 
Coast Guard – 
Long Beach and 
Santa Barbara 

Notify for any discharge that occurs on or 
may impact marine waters 
Long Beach office jurisdiction is from 
Point Conception to the north, to the San 
Diego/Orange County lines to the south.  
USCG requests to be notified. 

Immediately if 
determined 
necessary 

None required. 

United States EPA 
– Region IX 

Notify for any spill that has impacted 
surface waters of the U.S., or any spill on 
land that threatens surface waters of the 
U.S. 

Immediately, if 
determined 
necessary 
(NRC should 
notify). 

For a facility with an 
SPCC Plan, provide a 
written report within 30 
days of the spill for any 
spill >1,000 gallons or 
when 2 spills, meeting 
the verbal reporting 
requirements, occur 
within a 12-month 
period. 

PHMSA/Dept of 
Transportation 

Notify NRC if the failure of a pipeline 
system results in the release of oil and 
any of the following occurs: 
(1) fire or explosion not intentionally set 
by the operator; (2) loss of 5 gal or more 
hazardous liquid or CO2 ; (3) a fatality; 
(4) bodily harm to any person, such as 
loss of consciousness, necessity to carry 
person from scene, necessity for medical 
treatment, or disability which prohibits 
normal activities beyond the day of the 
accident; (5) estimated property damage, 
including cost of cleanup, value of lost 
product, and all property damage 
exceeding $50,000; (6) pollution to body 
of water or shoreline 

Call NRC to 
satisfy 

File Accident Report 
(DOT Form 7000-1) no 
later than 30 days after 
discovery of accident 

Bureau of Safety 
and Environmental 
Enforcement 

Notify District Manager if over 1 bbl and if 
involves pipeline notify Office of 
Facilities, Safety & Enforcement 

Immediately if 
<1 bbl 

Written report to BOEM 
within 15 days 
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Table 2-3.  Agency Notification and Reporting Requirements  
(Note:  For agency telephone numbers, see Directory, Table 2-19) 
    

 
Agency 

 
Particulars 

 
Verbal Report 

 
Written Report 

NOAA/National 
Marine Fisheries 

Call for a release >100 bbl or significant 
impacts to marine wildlife 

Immediately If requested. 

CA Dept. of Fish 
and Game 
(OSPR) 

Call for releases 1 bbl (42 gallons) or 
more that impact or threaten inland 
waters, protected habitats and/or marine 
waters extending 3 miles from shore. 

Immediately No specific report 
required.  Report 
submitted to CAL-EMA 
is used.  CAL-EMA will 
submit report to 
DFG/OSPR. 

CA Dept. of 
Transportation 
“CalTrans” 

Call – CalTrans has the responsibility to 
contain, identify, and clean up hazardous 
substance spills that occur on highways. 

CHP should 
notify. 

None required. 

CA Division of Oil, 
Gas, and 
Geothermal 
Resources 
(DOGGR) 

Oil spill;  

 

Oil spill, fire, serious injury, significant 
gas or water release associated with 
production or drilling operations. 

Promptly to Cal-
EMA; 

Promptly to 
District office  

None required.  
DOGGR utilizes CAL-
EMA report and may 
make inquiries of their 
own if further 
information is required. 

CA State Lands 
Commission 

All spills or leakage of oil or liquids 
pollutants to State waters from 
production or drilling operations. 

Immediately to 
USCG & Cal-
EMA 

Promptly to 
CSLC 24hr  

Submit written report to 
CSLC. 

CA Highway Patrol Notify of any spill to a CA highway. Immediately None required. 

CA Occupational 
Safety and Health 
Administration 
(Cal-OSHA) 

Call Cal-OSHA in the event of any 
fatalities or serious injuries resulting in 
overnight hospitalization or 
unconsciousness.  

As soon as 
practicable, but 
no longer than 8 
hours after 
knowledge of 
the incident. 

None required. 

California 
Regional Water 
Quality Control 
Board 

Notify for produced water spill >10 bbl 
(420 gallons) or as required by CAL-
EMA.  RWQCB oversees cleanup and 
remediation activities. 

Upon request of 
CAL-EMA 

The RWQCB utilizes 
the CAL-EMA report.  
Provide RWQCB with 
the CAL-EMA case 
number. 

State Fire Marshal  
Pipeline Safety 
Division 

Notify of every pipeline break, explosion 
or fire regardless of magnitude of 
incident.  Excluded from this requirement 
are breaks resulting in <5 bbl (210 
gallons) spilled from crude oil pipeline in 
rural areas or in-plant pipeline breaks. 

CAL-EMA 
should notify 

None required. 

Santa Barbara 
County Energy 

Notify of any incident or release, whether 
considered an emergency or not. 

Immediately Spill Response 
Notification Form 
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Table 2-3.  Agency Notification and Reporting Requirements  
(Note:  For agency telephone numbers, see Directory, Table 2-19) 
    

 
Agency 

 
Particulars 

 
Verbal Report 

 
Written Report 

(Information on 
Discharge). 

Santa Barbara 
County Fire 
Department / 911 

Notify for any emergency posing a threat 
to life, environment, or property 

Immediately SBC CAER Form if not 
an emergency within 1 
business day. 

Santa Barbara 
County APCD 

Notify of any failure or malfunction of air 
pollution control or related equipment 
resulting from an emergency incident.  

Within 4 hours 
of next business 
day. 

Written report within 7 
days. 

City of Goleta Notify of any incident or release, whether 
considered an emergency or not. 

Immediately to 
city manager, 
planning & 
environmental 
services 
director, and 
redevelopment, 
neighborhood 
services and 
public safety 
director 

Spill Response 
Notification Form 
(Information on 
Discharge) 
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2.3 RESPONSE PROCEDURES 

2.3.1 Objectives 

Venoco’s operational goal for South Ellwood Field is zero spillage of oil.  To achieve this goal, 

Venoco is committed to utilizing equipment and systems that comply with government rules and 

regulations and/or meet industry standards, and to adhering to sound operational and 

maintenance procedures.  To ensure response preparedness, all employees associated with 

operations at its facilities are required to be familiar with this plan and must participate in specified 

training and oil spill simulation exercises.  

The primary objectives in responding to any spill are to: 

• Save lives and prevent injuries to personnel. 

• Minimize environmental impacts. 

Although response actions vary depending on the incident, general priorities have been assigned 

to response actions for satisfying these objectives.  A summary of these priorities is provided in 

Table 2-4. 

2.3.2 Initial Detection Procedures 

Early detection of spilled oil and as immediate a response after the discovery are critical in 

ensuring the health and safety of personnel and in minimizing the effects on the environment. 

An Initial Detection and Response Action Checklist for any facility employee detecting a spill is 

provided in Table 2-5.  Notifying the Ellwood Supervisor (or alternate) or Terminal Person-In-

Charge will result in the activation of the IIRT and subsequent activation of the SIRT for a 

sustained response. 
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Table 2-4.  General Priorities For Spill Response Actions. 

  

PRIORITY Action 

1 Assess the situation.  If safe: 
• Identify source of release and its potential toxic or combustible nature. 
• Sound alarm, warn people, and evacuate if required. 

2 Save lives and prevent injuries. 
• Dial 911 to report a serious injury or fire, and obtain assistance as needed. 
• Don required PPE if necessary. 
• Assist in evacuation of person(s). 
• Provide first aid. 

3 Initiate response actions when deemed safe. 
• Take immediate actions to try to stop the flow of oil, and contain it if it can be 

done safely and quickly. 
• Report the event to the Ellwood Supervisor (or Person-In-Charge) or 

Terminal Person-In-Charge. 
• Notify Clean Seas to assist or stand by. 
• Activate the IIRT. 
• Control the effects of the incident. 
• Set up (a) command post(s).  
• Initiate activation of SIRT for a sustained response if needed. 

4 Assess situation and make required notifications. 
• Report circumstances to Ellwood Supervisor (or Person-In-Charge) or 

Terminal Person-In-Charge as soon as possible: 
- Direction of spill flow. 
- General extent of release. 
- Status of shutdown. 
- Status of ignition sources, potential of fire. 

• Notify the required agencies, as appropriate.  Notify adjacent operators as 
necessary. 

5 Minimize damage to the environment. 
• Identify and protect sensitive resources and habitats.  Deploy equipment and 

personnel as needed. 
• Over-respond and stand down if necessary.   
• Mobilize and deploy additional manpower and equipment from private 

contractors and public agencies. 

6 Clean up the affected area. 
• Prepare and submit cleanup and restoration plans for government approval. 
• Implement plans effectively and efficiently. 

7 Submit report forms. 
• Prepare and submit all spill report forms, as required by the Company and/or 

agencies, in a timely manner, and consistent with state and federal 
regulations. 
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Table 2-5. Initial Detection Action Checklist for Any Facility Employee Detecting a 
Spill. 

 
Check 
Off (Υ) Initial Actions 

Minor Spill Strategy 
 1. Assess the situation.   

• Identify source of release and its potential toxic or combustible nature. 
• Sound alarm and/or warn people to stay clear of release site. 
• Evacuate site, facility, or field if necessary. 

 1. Call 911 if necessary, to report a serious injury or fire, and obtain assistance as 
needed. 

 2. Try to stop the flow of oil and contain it, if it can be accomplished safely.  Don 
PPE as required. 

 3. Notify one of the following persons in the order listed: 
• IIRT IC {Ellwood Supervisor or Terminal Person-In-Charge} or Designated 

Alternate IIRT IC; or 
• SIRT IC or Designated Alternate SIRT IC; and if spill occurs during 

loading operations: 
• Vessel Captain or Venoco Representative Aboard Vessel. 
And report the following information, if known: 
• Personnel safety. 
• Type of spill, potentially toxic or combustible gas. 
• Location and extent of spill. 
• Estimated quantity of spilled material. 
• Direction of spill flow. 
• Status of response actions.  

 5. Notify appropriate Venoco personnel and government agencies. 
 6. Over respond. Stand down as necessary. 
Spill Less Than 5 Barrels (210 Gallons) 
 Items #1 through 6 above. 
 7. Should spill threaten or reach waters, notify Clean Seas and/or NRC for 

onshore spill if necessary. 
 8. Focus response on control. 
 9. Assist Clean Seas with Site Characterization and Site Safety Plan. 
 10. Assist in deploying containment boom and/or absorbent boom and equipment. 
 11. Continue cleanup operations until no visible sheen is apparent. 
Spill 5-to-10 Barrels (210-to-420 Gallons) 
 Items #1 through 11 above. 
 12. Call out necessary cooperative and contractor equipment. 
 13. Continue to assess environmental conditions that influence spill path. 
 14. Continue cleanup with mobilized equipment. 
 15. Use absorbent boom and pads to remove traces of oil sheen. 
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Table 2-5. Initial Detection Action Checklist for Any Facility Employee Detecting a 
Spill. 

 
Check 
Off (Υ) Initial Actions 

Major Spill 
 1. Ensure personnel safety 
 2. Take appropriate actions to prevent explosion and fire. 
 3. Stop the flow of oil, if possible. 
 4. Assess the size, type, direction, and speed of spill. 
 5. Notify as necessary  (Refer to Tables 2-2E and 2-3): 

• Venoco personnel (activation of SIRT) 
• Clean Seas and NRC  
• Government agencies 

 6. Assist Clean Seas with Site Characterization and Site Safety Plan. 
 7. Assist in equipment deployment and cleanup operations. 
 8. Alert onshore operations to maintain stand-by status. If warranted, advise SIRT 

IC to request authorization to use chemical dispersant. 
 9. Assist on-site containment efforts upon arrival of shore-based, backup 

equipment. 
 
2.3.3 Initial Spill Response Procedures 

2.3.3.1 Responding To The Spill 

In the event of an oil spill, the initial response will be to: 

• Stop transfer operation if oil is discharged in the transfer operation work area or into 
the water or adjoining shoreline in the transfer area. 

• Activate the Initial Incident Response Team. 
• Dispatch oil spill containment equipment from Platform Holly aboard the crewboat 

and launch Boston Whaler from the platform to assist, as appropriate. 
• Call Clean Seas. 
• Activate the Sustained Incident Response Team, if necessary. 

The initial response will be managed by the Ellwood Supervisor or the Person-In-Charge on site, 

until relieved by the Ellwood Supervisor.  An Action Checklist is provided for the initial responses 

of the Person-In-Charge (Table 2-6). 

An Initial Spill Response During EMT Loading Operations Action Checklist for use by the IIRT, 

pending the arrival of the Qualified Individual is provided in Table 2-7.  (Response actions will 

vary depending on the incident.) 
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Table 2-6. Oil Spill Response Action Checklist For Use By The Person-In-Charge. 

   

Actions To Be Taken Complete 
(Time/Initial) 

Warn personnel to avoid breathing oil fumes and to avoid igniting oil. Direct 
the use of protective breathing apparatus and clothing as necessary. 

 

Ensure personnel safety. Call 9-11 (or 805 683-2724 if using a cellular 
phone). Provide first aid if needed. 

 

Try to stop the flow of oil from the source and prevent oil from reaching the 
shoreline, if the oil is from an onshore source.  

 

Shut down the flow of oil to the affected facility.  
Call adjacent Operator-In-Charge to notify Clean Seas for assistance or to 
stand by. 

 

Assess the situation, using the Spill Response Notification form (Appendix 
C) and notify Venoco management who will, if outside assistance is 
needed: 

• Activate the Sustained Incident Response Team. 
• Obtain assistance as necessary from outside contractors, other 

cooperatives, and/or government agencies. 

 

If the Ellwood Supervisor cannot be reached immediately, notify the 
following required government agencies: 

• National Response Center. 
• U.S. Coast Guard 11th District 

- Santa Barbara 
- Long Beach 

• California Emergency Management Agency (Cal-EMA) 

 

Collect information related to the spill event. Document actions and 
telephone calls/conversations, using forms provided in Appendix C. 
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Table 2-7. Action Checklist For IIRT For Spill During EMT Loading Operations. 

   

Actions To Be Taken Responsible Person Complete 
(Time/Initial) 

Shut down both pumps. TPIC/Venoco Representative 
on Vessel/Barge Captain 

 

Notify TPIC/Barge Captain of shutdown. Venoco Representative/Barge 
Captain/Terminal Operator 

 

As soon as power is OFF, close beach 
valve. 

TPIC  

Open breaker switches to pump motors. TPIC  
After Nordstrom valve is closed, close all 
valves and isolate tanks. 

TPIC  

If possible, displace loading line with sea 
water and put displacement volume in Tank 
8264 or 8265. Direct flush water through 
vent line or through pump #1. 

TPIC  

Warn all personnel in vicinity of spilled oil to 
avoid oil fumes and to avoid igniting oil. 

TPIC  

Call 9-1-1 or (805 683-2724 if using a 
cellular phone). Activate the IIRT, Clean 
Seas, and SIRT if necessary. 

TPIC  

Warn crew to avoid breathing oil fumes and 
to avoid igniting oil. Direct use of protective 
breathing apparatus and clothing as 
necessary.   

Barge Captain  

Take immediate action to try to stop the flow 
of oil if possible and if it can be 
accomplished safely and quickly. 

Barge Captain  

Deploy containment boom and boom boat 
as directed by the TPIC/ Ellwood Supervisor 
and Mooring Master. Refer to Appendix F 
for response equipment lists. 

Barge Captain  

Prepare for shipboard fire protection from 
possible fire in spilled oil. 

Barge Captain  

Determine need for additional response 
resources. 

Facility Supervisor  

Notify the Ellwood Supervisor and report 
circumstances. Take charge of the IIRT until 
relieved by the Ellwood Supervisor. 

TPIC  

Fill out the Spill Response Notification form 
(Appendix C) and immediately notify: 
• Facility Supervisor 
• National Response Center 
• California Office of Emergency Services 
• 9-1-1 

TPIC  
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Table 2-7. Action Checklist For IIRT For Spill During EMT Loading Operations. 

   

Actions To Be Taken Responsible Person Complete 
(Time/Initial) 

Notify Public Service Marine Team Captain 
or Team Coordinator and report 
circumstances. 

Barge Captain  

Request assistance as needed. Barge Captain  
Maintain radio communication with offshore 
personnel and keep abreast of their 
activities and needs. 

TPIC  

Warn crew to avoid breathing oil fumes and 
to avoid igniting oil. 

Line Handling Launch Captain 
and Crew Boat Captain 

 

Assist in deploying containment and sorbent 
booms as directed by the TPIC/Ellwood 
Supervisor and Mooring Master. 

Line Handling Launch Captain 
and Crew Boat Captain 

 

Assist with communications and/or tasks as 
directed by the Mooring Master and 
TPIC/Ellwood Supervisor. 

Line Handling Launch Captain 
and Crew Boat Captain 

 

Warn other vessels in area of the oil spill 
hazard, using Channel 16 Marine VHF 
Radio. 

Line Handling Launch Captain 
and Crew Boat Captain 

 

 

2.3.3.2 Onsite Containment Techniques 

Ellwood Marine Terminal 

Initial response containment equipment for the Ellwood Marine Terminal is stored onboard the 

Barge Jovalan and Platform Holly.  Procedures for deploying the oil containment boom from the 

barge are outlined in Table 2-8.  The Boston Whaler can also be deployed from Platform Holly, 

along with the Expandi boom that can be towed to the spill site by Platform Holly's crew boat.  

Boom deployment procedures for boom stored at Platform Holly are provided in Table 2-9.  Clean 

Seas will also respond in approximately one hour with the FRSB Clean Sweep and OSRV Mr. 

Clean.  Oil will be recovered with skimmers deployed by Clean Seas. 
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Table 2-8.  Boom Deployment Procedures From Barge. 

  

Sequence Boom Deployment Actions 

1 Notify VENOCO to request that the line launch come to the port side of the barge 
to receive containment boom from the boom reel. 

2 Request available personnel from the tug to assist the barge crew. 

3 Activate boom reel hydraulics and drive off enough boom to reach the weather 
deck.  Hold the boom towing line on deck to pass to the line launch. 

4 Before passing the boom tow line to the line launch, and while deploying boom, 
insure that all boom breather valves are turned down to the "inflate" position prior 
to each section reaching the water. 

5 Containment boom is deployed behind the line launch which will head into the 
current as it moves away from the barge to keep the containment boom from 
fouling in the mooring wires. 

5a Alternatively, the towing line and containment boom can be run "down current" in 
an appropriate position to best contain the spill. 

6 The containment boom is maneuvered into a "J" or "U" configuration either 
between the side of the barge and line boat, or between a mooring can and the 
line boat, in a position to best catch and contain the spill. 

7 The containment boom is recovered by using the hydraulic boom reel to wind the 
boom aboard the barge, while using the line launch to hold the boom clear of 
mooring wires, and insuring that boom breather valves are turned up into the 
"deflate" position prior to winding each boom section onto the reel. 

Note: Clean Seas will respond in approximately one hour with the FRSB Clean Sweep 
and the OSRV Clean Seas. 
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Table 2-9. Boom Deployment Procedures From Platform Holly. 

   

Actions To Be Taken From Platform Responsible 
Person 

Complete 
(Time/Initial) 

Instruct crew boat to proceed directly to the Platform Holly to 
assist in deploying 1,500 feet of Expandi 4300 boom. 

Operator  

Secure the portable radio and proceed with all available 
personnel to the platform's bottom deck. 

Operator  

Position the reel controls for the desired boom deployment 
mode. 

• If time permits and ample personnel on board, 
activate the hydraulic unit and operate the reel 
controls (per instructions posted on the reel control 
panel) to prevent "free spinning" of the boom reel. 

• If time is short or only a skeletal crew is on board, 
position the controls to allow the reel to simply "free 
spin" as the boat pulls out the boom. 

Operator  

Guide the boom end through the rollers and tie the boom 
end to the bow of the crew boat. 

Operator  

Instruct the boat to slowly back out, rolling the boom off of 
the reel.  Ensure that each boom valve is in the inflatable 
mode (i.e., the valve cap should be screwed down to the 
right). 

Operator  

If a full crew is on board, deploy the onsite Boston Whaler to 
assist with boom deployment.  The Boston Whaler is also 
responsible for positioning the trail end of the boom once 
fully deployed.  If ample personnel are not available to 
operate the Boston Whaler, have the crew boat use a sea 
anchor to maintain proper position of the boom's trail end. 

Operator  

Instruct the crew boat to deploy the boom in a straight line 
ahead of, and angled across in front of, the advancing oil 
slick.  This deployment techniques allows the boom to drift 
naturally into a catenary or "U" configuration in front of the 
slick.  Do not completely encircle the slick.  Attach an 
inflatable buoy to each end of the boom and in the central 
section of the boom to mark the boom's location on the 
ocean surface. 

Operator  

Maintain this boom position until the oil spill has been 
contained and cleaned up. 

Operator  
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Platform Holly 

Onsite response techniques are built upon the equipment and manpower resources available on 

Platform Holly and its attendant crew boat.  Spill response equipment at the platform is listed in 

Appendix B.  Venoco will respond with the crew boat, boom and personnel on the platform within 

15 minutes. Clean Seas will respond in approximately one hour with the FRSB Clean Sweep and 

OSRV Mr. Clean. 

Spill containment actions are designed to limit the spread of oil by surrounding all or a portion of 

the slick so that the oil can be recovered by mechanical means.  In the event of a spill from 

Platform Holly, prompt deployment of the Venoco and Clean Seas containment booms  as close 

to the source as possible is important to slow the spread of the oil while awaiting arrival of 

additional response resources.  If the spill is slow moving and remains at or near the platform site, 

boom can be deployed near the platform to contain the spill.  However, if the oil contains high 

levels of volatile or toxic substances (e.g., H2S gas), then the slick should be allowed to drift away 

from the platform before attempting containment. Additional boom may be deployed, if needed, 

downwind/down current of the oil.  The boom may be positioned in a "U" or catenary configuration 

to capture oil flowing around or under the Expandi (i.e., primary) boom.  Recovery activities would 

be initiated. 

Beachfront Lease / Ellwood Onshore Facility 

Venoco's onsite response techniques are built upon the equipment and manpower resources 

available at Ellwood Onshore Facility, Platform Holly and from Clean Seas.  These actions are 

designed to limit the spread of oil by surrounding all or a portion of the slick so that the oil can be 

recovered by mechanical means.  In the event of a spill, prompt deployment of containment boom 

(i.e., a response time of 30 minutes) as close to the source as possible is important to slow the 

spread of the oil while awaiting arrival of additional response resources. If the oil contains high 

levels of volatile or toxic substances, then the slick should be allowed to drift away from the 

facility before attempting containment. The Expandi boom may be positioned in a "U" or catenary 

configuration to capture oil flowing around or under the primary boom.  Additional boom may be 

deployed, if needed, downwind/down current of the oil. 

Ellwood Pier & EPI – Line 96 

In the event of a spill, absorbent pads and boom would be used to absorb the spill.  Absorbent 

boom would be used to protect sensitive resources if threatened.  Response equipment is stored 

in two trailers at Ellwood Onshore Facility.   

2.3.3.3 Establishing A Command/Communications Post And Staging Area 

Venoco would establish its Central Command/Communications Post in the building at the Clean 

Seas Yard.  The layout and telephone numbers for the Command Post are provided in Tables 
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2-16 and 2-16a.  A major spill may require larger or additional facilities or staging areas.  In such 

a case, the exact location for establishing command and communications posts and staging 

areas may not be definable until the area of impact is known. 

The Command Post at Clean Seas would be established to serve as the primary location for the 

SIRT staff activities and the various meetings and briefings held throughout response operations.  

This location offers the following features and/or can accommodate the following: 

• Proximity to both onshore and offshore facilities. 

• Sufficient size to allow response personnel to operate effectively and comfortably. 

• Adequate room for conferences, Unified Command meeting, and media briefings. 

• Situation Room to post maps/charts to track the spilled oil, response equipment, 

sensitive resource areas, personnel, phone numbers, etc. 

• Secure phone and fax lines. 

• Security. 

• Office support systems (e.g. facsimile machine, copier, telephone lines, VHF/UHF 

radio, base communication station, etc.). 

• Communications systems (e.g., landline phone system, radios and base station, 

pagers, cellular phones). 

Field Command Post 

A Field Command Post may also be established at the scene of the incident.  The primary 

function of the field Command Post is to conduct all activities that are directed toward reduction of 

the immediate hazard, including recovery and cleanup operations. 

Staging Areas 

In a major spill response, numerous staging areas may be required to support containment and 

cleanup operations.  Staging areas would need to be equipped with machinery necessary to 

unload/load response equipment and supplies to vessels, trucks, etc.  Personnel at staging areas 

would need to establish inventory control systems to track equipment use.  In selecting a suitable 

staging area, the following criteria should be considered. 

• Direct access to impacted areas. 

• Road access. 

• Proximity to populated areas or environmentally sensitive areas. 

• Adequate lighting. 

• Security. 
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2.3.3.4 Determining The Properties Of The Spill 

Once the spill source is identified, the properties of the spilled product should be determined.  

Pertinent data are contained in Material Safety Data Sheets and laboratory analyses performed 

for Venoco.  Critical properties, which may need to be considered in determining response 

strategies, include: 

• API Gravity 
• Flash Point 
• Lower Flammability Limit (Lower Explosion Limit) 
• Pour Point 
• Solubility 
• Specific Gravity 
• Viscosity 
• Wax Content 

2.3.3.5 Assessing Environmental Conditions 

Determining the environmental factors that could affect a spill is important in the planning and 

implementation of an effective response strategy.  Critical information includes: 

• Oceanographic Conditions 
• Meteorological Conditions 
• Biological Setting 
• Economic and Cultural Resources (see Appendix M) 
• Sensitive Natural Resources (see Appendix M) 

2.3.3.6 Monitoring And Predicting Spill Size And Movement 

Estimating Spill Volume On Water 

In the event of sizeable spill, a rough estimate of the spill’s total volume provides the Incident 

Commander with preliminary data to plan and initiate the cleanup response.  Generating this 

estimate early in the response aids in determining: 

• The equipment and personnel needed. 
• The amount of oil that may reach shorelines and/or sensitive areas. 
• The requirements for temporary storage and disposal of recovered materials. 

A rough estimate of spill volume can be generated from observations of the oil slick’s size and 

thickness.  Definitions of the appearance of oil on water are provided below. 

Appearance Description 

Sheen The oil is visible on water as a silvery sheen or with tints of color 
(rainbow colors).  This is the thinnest thickness of oil. 

Dark Colors The oil is visible with dark colors; it will still have traces of rainbow 
colors but is not black or dark brown. 

Black/Dark Brown Fresh oil after the initial spreading will have a black or very brown 
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color.  This is the greatest thickness of non-emulsified oil. 

Mousse This is a water-in-oil emulsion that is often orange to rust colored.  It 
is very thick and viscous and may contain 30% oil. 

 

Spill factors may be used to estimate the volume of oil contained in a spill.  Whenever possible, 

these factors should be compared to volumes estimated from the source of the spill (e.g. piping 

volume, tank capacity).  Exact calculations of the volume of a spill are not possible by visual 

observations of the spill on the surface of the water.  For this reason, the spill volumes should be 

rounded off to avoid the appearance of a very accurate determination. 

The spill factors and an example of the estimating procedures are provided on the following page. 

Estimating Spill Size Using Spill Factors 

Appearance Of Oil On Water Assumed Thickness 
Factor 

Gal/Sq. Yd. Bbl/Sq. Nmi 

Sheen  0.0003  0.000066  6.3 

Dark Colors  0.002  0.00044  42.0 

Black/Dark Brown  0.1  0.022  2100.0 

Mousse  1.0  0.066  6300.0 

Estimating Procedures: 
1. Estimate dimensions (length and width) of each part of the spill in yards or nautical miles 

(1 nmi = 2,000 yd) for each of the colors. 
2. Multiply each of the areas calculated in Step 1 by the appropriate spill factor (above).  Add 

the individual parts together.  The answer is the estimated volume of the spill in gallons or 
barrels.  Spills that are calculated to be less than 1 gallon should be reported to be less 
than 1 gallon rather than a decimal amount.  For larger spills, round up.  

Example: 
A spill has created a sheen with rainbow colors that is estimated to be 1 nmi long (2,000 yd) by 
an average of 30 yd wide.  There is a second area of black oil that is 200 yd long by 60 yd 
wide. 
Calculation: 
Area One = 2000 yd x 30 yd x 0.000066 gal/sq. yd = 3.96 gal = 4 gal 
Area Two = 200 yd x 60 yd x 0.022 gal/sq. yd = 264 gal 
Total Volume = Area One + Area Two = 4 + 264 = 268 gal 
Volume in Barrels = 268/42 = 6.38 = 6.4 bbl  

 

Monitoring And Predicting Spill Movement 

The movement of spilled oil on water would depend primarily on the effects of wind and the 

surface currents present near the spill site. Surface currents will dominate slick movement unless 

the winds are strong.  Strong winds will cause the slick to move approximately 3% of the wind 

speed in the same general direction.  When currents and strong winds are absent, slick spreading 
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will dictate slick movement.  However, even if only weak winds or surface currents are present, 

they will dominate slick movement. 

Utilize the following resources for monitoring and predicting oil spill movement: 

Small Spills: 

• Use visual observations by personnel from the facility, vessels, and/or vehicles, depending on 

discharge location and access.  Use handheld radios/cellular phones to communicate.  Use 

tracker buoys or stationary vessels in the slick to track oil spills in poor visibility or at night. 

• Utilize the Vector Method to predict spill movement (see below) to predict slick movement. 

Vector Method To Predict Slick Movement 

On-scene personnel can generate field estimates of oil spill movement using the vector 
addition method.  Slick movement can be predicted by adding the vectors of the two main 
motive forces influencing open water slick movement, surface currents and winds.  To predict 
slick movement, follow these steps: 

1. Estimate the direction and speed of the wind and current. 

2. Calculate the “wind component”, using 3% of the wind speed. 

3. Starting from the center of the slick location (A), draw a line representing the speed and 
 direction of the current (B). 

4. Starting from the center of the slick location (A), draw a line representing the wind (C). 

5. Starting from (B), draw a line parallel to the wind vector (C), to (D), which is the same 
length and angle as the wind vector (the distance from A to C). 

6. Draw a line from (A) to (D), which gives the direction and speed of the slick movement 
(“resultant vector”). 

 

Larger Spills 

• Observe the spill from aircraft. 

• Use aircraft equipped with mounted sensor systems and/or contact NOAA for satellite 

imagery to track the spill. 

• Notify and coordinate with the NOAA Scientific Support Coordinator and Trajectory 

Analysis (see Directory, Table 2-19 for telephone number) to predict spill movement 

with assistance from NOAA’s Oil Spill Simulation Model (OSSM) and / or GNOME 

(General NOAA Oil Modeling Environment) Model. 

Since most oils are lighter than water, most spilled oils will float on the water’s surface in the form 

of a slick.  Depending on surface currents, winds, and physical boundaries, a slick can spread 

into several shapes.  In the absence of physical boundaries, a slick may appear circular, elliptical 

or triangular in shape.  A circular slick is formed when there are no significant surface currents or 

winds; whereas an elliptical slick is formed by moderate surface currents and winds.  High winds 
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and strong currents will create a more triangular-shaped slick.  Each type of slick will widen and 

spread as it moves away from its source.  Wave action, usually caused by winds, can 

increasingly distort these shapes and eventually divide the slick into smaller streamers or 

windrows of oil separated by sheen. 

NOAA’s OSSM relies on four input components; namely, tides of the region, meteorological 

forecast data from the National Weather Service, a Monte Carlo simulation equation, and 

weathering and evaporation data from the slick.  Information, supplemented by on-scene 

observations, including approximate locations of the oil slick during various time intervals, makes 

it possible to project spill movement onto a digitized map of the area.  Different simulations are 

possible as real time conditions change.  Maps can be obtained via fax or through direct access 

to NOAA trajectory analysis. 

NOAA’s GNOME is a trajectory model that can: 

1. Estimate the trajectory of spills by processing information that is provided about wind and 

weather conditions, circulation patterns, and the oil spill one wishes to simulate. 

2. Predict the trajectories that can result when there is uncertainty in current and wind 

observations and forecasts. 

3. Use weathering algorithms to make simple predictions about the changes the oil will 

undergo while it is exposed to the environment. 

4. Be updated quickly and re-run with new data. 

5. Provide trajectory output (including uncertainty estimates) in a geo-referenced format that 

can be used as input to GIS (geographic information system) programs. 

GNOME can create and display a “spill movie”, showing how the oil is predicted to move and 

spread across the water. The Diagnostic Mode is the most advanced mode of the model. A 

Location File (Santa Barbara Channel) can be used to help set up the model. Conditions other 

than those included in GNOME can be specified. For training contact:  

• GNOMEWizard@hazmat.noaa.gov 

2.3.3.7 Identifying Response Priorities 

Three response priorities that must be addressed during the planning process include: the 

protection of life and health, the protection of the environment, and the protection of property.  

Anyone observing a spill should take action or contact the necessary qualified person to take 

emergency action to stop the flow at the source if it can be done safely and quickly. 

Fire and explosion are potential dangers during petroleum product spills.  Although flammability 

varies dramatically with the spilled product and the circumstances, it is essential that all 

reasonable steps be taken, as soon as possible to minimize the chance of accidental ignition of 
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the spilled products (e.g., extinguish open flames, cease all operations which vent 

oxygen/enriched oxygen mixtures, arc welders, grinders, etc., shut off electric circuits that might 

create a fire hazard). 

Resources in this plan that may be used to define initial response priorities include: 

Resource South Ellwood Field 
OSCP Reference 

General priorities of spill response Table 2-4  

Response checklists Section 2.4 

Oil spill response flow chart Figure I-1  

Response resources for worst case discharge over time Table H-1 
 

In the event of a spill resulting from fire/explosion, the response priorities would be to ensure 

personnel safety, to activate all fire suppression systems, and to make the necessary 

notifications.  If spilled oil is burning, response contractors would be forced to let it burn, in the 

interest of safety. Spilled oil (not burning) could only be contained and recovered when 

responders were not in danger from fire/explosion. 

Neighboring resources that require protection or specific response strategies may include: 

• Nearby population center. 

• Properties at risk (e.g., beaches, harbors, parks). 

• Potentially affected industrial activities (e.g., water intakes). 

• Economic and cultural resources. 

• Biological resources (e.g., sensitive habitats, commercial and recreational 

fish/shellfish stocks, wildlife, plant life). 

• Other marine-dependent uses (e.g., mariculture, navigation). 

Resources in this plan and the ACP that may be used to identify and prioritize sensitive resources 

that may be threatened or impacted by the spill and to identify protection strategies include: 

Resource 
South Ellwood Field 

OSCP Reference / ACP 

Trajectory analysis showing possible affected coastal resources.  
The analysis only provides a possible indication of affected 
resources.  NOAA can run a trajectory analysis with real time data 
providing greater predictive value. 

Appendix H.4 
 

ACP maps and site summary sheets provide protection strategies 
and sensitive areas are mapped and prioritized according to an 
environmental sensitivity ranking. 

ACP 2006: Section 4612  

NOAA ESI maps ranking various shoreline types in order of 
increasing potential for long-term oil persistence and biological 

Appendix M.5 
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damage.  Maps provide seasonal information on sensitive biological 
resources and identify human use resources. 

Review of sensitive environmental, economic, and cultural 
resources in the surrounding area. 

Appendix M 

 

2.3.3.8 Selecting Response Options 

Every spill is different.  In addition, oil properties and ambient conditions that influence the 

effectiveness of any response option change continuously throughout an incident.  No response 

option (i.e., mechanical or non-mechanical) should be ruled out in advance.  Alternative 

technologies, such as dispersants and in-situ burning, need to be evaluated very early in the 

response effort if they are to be feasible options.  Information on response techniques may be 

found in the South Ellwood Field OSCP appendices I & J. 

 
Response Technique Reference  

Mechanical Methods Of Response 

 Open-Water and Cleanup Strategies South Ellwood Field OSCP: Appendix I.2 

 Shoreline Response and Cleanup Strategies South Ellwood Field OSCP: Appendix I.3 

 On-Land Response and Cleanup Strategies South Ellwood Field OSCP: Appendix 1.4 

 On-Land Cleanup Techniques South Ellwood Field OSCP: Appendix 1.4.3 

 Creek Response and Cleanup Strategies South Ellwood Field OSCP: Appendix 1.5 

Non-Mechanical Methods Of Response 

 Dispersants South Ellwood Field OSCP: Appendix J.2 

 In-Situ Burning South Ellwood Field OSCP: Appendix J.3 

 Bioremediation South Ellwood Field OSCP: Appendix J.4 

 Shoreline Cleaning Agents South Ellwood Field OSCP: Appendix J.5 
 

The use of alternative response methods will be considered when the preferred recovery 

methods and cleanup techniques are considered inadequate and the environmental benefit of an 

alternative technique outweighs any adverse effects.  For an instantaneous release, a very 

narrow window-of-opportunity exists for dispersants/in-situ burning.  For an ongoing release, the 

window may be somewhat larger.  Therefore, consideration and approval by the RRT would be 

sought almost immediately from the onset of the incident if mechanical methods were considered 

inadequate.  Information forms would be completed by Planning and provided to the UC for 

subsequent review by the RRT. A decision guide and information forms required to be completed 

for dispersant use and for in-situ are found in the Area Contingency Plan.  Response contractors 

would be alerted that approval is being sought and to standby.   
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Once response options have been identified, it is imperative that the type, size, and amount of 

specific response equipment and supplies, as well as the numbers and types of personnel 

necessary to support the operation, be identified and mobilized.   

Do not delay.  Plan ahead.  Over-respond and stand down if necessary.  Do not get behind 

on the curve. 

2.3.3.9 Developing A Waste Management Plan 

Venoco’s waste management practices include: 

• Proper classification of wastes to ensure regulatory compliance with respect to 

handling, treatment, temporary storage, transport, and disposal of wastes. 

• Waste minimization to the extent technically and economically feasible. 

• Reuse and recycling of wastes whenever appropriate and practicable. 

• Evaluation of all legally appropriate and available waste handling and disposal 

methods prior to disposing wastes to land, the least preferred method. 

Waste Management Issue South Ellwood Field 
OSCP Reference 

Waste minimization 
1. Debris avoidance 
2. Selection of PPE 
3. Recovered oil/oily waste 
4. Sorbents recycle/reuse 
5. Petroleum-contaminated soil recycle/reuse 

Appendix N.2 and N.3 

Regulatory definition of wastes Appendix N.4 

Waste classification Appendix N.5 

Temporary storage  
1. Methods 
2. Siting and pre-identified sites 
3. Contractor capacities to accommodate worst case discharge  

Appendix N.7 
Table N-1 
Appendix N.7.3 
Appendix F 

Quantifying recovered hydrocarbons according to State 
regulations 

Appendix N.8 

Initial treatment of temporarily stored materials Appendix N.9 

Transportation requirements Appendix N.10 

Disposal options 
1. Crude oil 
2. Decanting water separated from recovered oil at sea 
3. Contaminated debris 
4. Oiled animal carcasses 

Appendix N.11 

Documentation Appendix N.12 
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2.3.3.10 Developing A Wildlife Rehabilitation Plan 

Venoco will use the California Oiled Wildlife Care Network (OWCN) to meet wildlife care 

requirements.  The phone number to notify the OWCN to respond or standby is included on the 

Directory of this plan.  Additional information on wildlife care and rehabilitation is found in 

Appendix M.4 of the Venoco South Ellwood Field OSCP. 

2.4 RESPONSE CHECKLISTS AND STRATEGIES 

2.4.1 Response Checklists 

Prioritized emergency response procedures in checklist format are provided for the following 

incidents: 

• Table 2-10: Ellwood Marine Terminal Tank Overfill / Failure Response Checklist. 

• Table 2-11 Ellwood Onshore Facility Tank Overfill / Failure Response Checklist. 

• Table 2-12 Failure of Ellwood Marine Terminal Transfer Equipment Response 

Checklist. 

• Table 2-13: Piping Rupture/Leak Response Checklist. 

• Table 2-14 Explosion and/or Fire Response Checklist. 

• Table 2-15 Other Equipment Failure Response Checklist. 

2.4.2 Response Strategies For Sensitive Areas  (ACP 2008: Sec 9812) 

A number of sensitive and unique marine and coastal habitats occur along Southern California, 

including the Channel Islands in the Santa Barbara Channel (see Figure M-1).  The ACP provides 

maps, resource information, and site-specific response strategies for sensitive areas.  OSPR and 

NOAA have also prepared an Environmental Sensitivity Maps Index (ESI) Atlas for California.  

These maps include information on: 

• Shoreline Habitat Types. 

• Human Use Features (e.g., access, water intake). 

• Sensitive Biological Resources (including seasonal data). 

Copies of the ESI maps applicable to the facilities and pipelines (based on the trajectory analysis) 

are made available during spill response.  Additional information on sensitive natural, cultural and 

economic resources is also found in Appendix M.  
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2.4.3 Line 96 Creek Strategies 

CREEK NAME: BELL CREEK 
Crossing Information 

 
Classification: Creek 

  
District: Santa Barbara County 

  
Response Area: Goleta 

 

Directions from Primary and 
Secondary Base: 

Primary: The primary response base is 
Venoco Ellwood facility which is located 250’ 
East of Bell Creek. 

 Secondary: The secondary response base 
is NRCES Ventura office 3284 Ventura Ave, 
Ventura, CA 93001. Head North on Ventura 
Ave to Shell road, turn left on to Shell road, 
take CA-33 S about 2.7miles to US-101 N, 
travel on US-101 N for 38.7miles and take 
exit 110 Winchester Canyon Road. Merge 
on to Calle Real to the left, travel .5 miles to 
Cathedral Oaks rd. Turn left on Cathedral 
Oaks and follow to the Stop sign, turn right 
on to Hollister and travel .32 miles to 
Venoco Ellwood Facility on the left. 

  
Rendezvous Point – RVP: Venoco Ellwood Facility  7979 Hollister Ave 

Goleta, CA 

Access to the Pipeline Crossing: Via Calle Real through culvert under the 101 
freeway. 

  
Estimated Spill Volume: 40.9 bbls 

 
 

List of Containment Sites 
Name Distance downstream (FT) 

Containment Site 1 280’ 
Containment Site 2 1180’ 
Containment Site 3 1495’ 
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Access and Response Times 
 

 
 

 
 
Vehicles Access 
Details 
 
 
 

Containment Site 1: Vehicle access is non existent. Enter by foot 
only. Vehicles will have to be staged at Venoco Ellwood Facility. 
 
Containment Site 2 and 3: Vehicles can utilize the beach access 
road 850’ just west of Venoco Ellwood facility. Turn East at the 
beach and travel 1000’ to Bell Creek mouth. 

Travel time from 
Primary Base to CS 
(hrs) 

10 min 

Travel time from 
Secondary Base to CS 1 hr 10 min 

 
 
 

Watercourse Data 
 

Creek Bed Type  Mixture of gravel, sand, and rocks. 

Creek Characteristics 
Average Flow: < .5 FT/SEC. 
Width: 6’ – 105’ 
Depth: 3” – 2.5’ 

Creek banks condition 
Gradient: 5° - 60° 
 
Banks Height: 2’ – 15’ 
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Deployment / Equipment Information 
 

Containment Strategy 
/Containment and 
Recovery Equipment 
Options 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 100 each sandbags 
- 2 each 4” x 6’ PVC pipes 
- 2 each 2”- 3” diaphragm 
pump 
- Hand tools 
 
Containment Site 2: 
- 150’ swamp boom 
- 6 each bales of absorbent 
boom 
- 8 each drive-in anchors 
- 1 each 2”-3” diaphragm 
pump 
- 1 each shallow draft skimmer 
 
Containment Site 3: 
- 150’ swamp boom 
- 6 each bales of absorbent 
boom 
- 8 each drive-in anchors 
- 1 each 2”-3” diaphragm 
pump 
- 1 each shallow draft skimmer 
- 1 each backhoe 

 
See Ellwood OSCP 
Appendix F for other 
additional equipment 
available. 

Storage Type/Number/ 
Unit Volume 
(bbls/yds3) 

- 3 each 20yd waste bin 
- 2 each 20k baker tank 
- 3 each 120bbl Vac Tankers 

Total Volume 
(bbls/yds3) 

- 20k bbls 
- 60 cubic yards 

 
Personnel 
Requirements 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 6 Technicians 
Containment Site 2: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 6 Technicians  
Containment Site 3: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 6 Technicians 
- 1 Backhoe operator 

Laydown Area/Staging 
Area (FT²)  15,400 
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Environmental / Sensitive Area Information 
 

Environmental Description 

Bell canyon creek is a moderate sized creek with a well developed lagoon just west of sandpiper golf course; the sand berm 
which develops during summer is usually relatively low and the lagoon is subject to wash over especially during high tides. 
The creek flow during winter is usually enough to breach the berm. The beaches to the east and west are of fine to medium 
grained sand, and often have very high volumes of debris (mostly wood and kelp) especially after rains. The Venoco oil 
facility lies 1/4 mile inland. 
 
Other references: 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-630-C 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix F 
 

Downstream Receptor Pacific Ocean 

Cultural Description 

Cultural, Historical, and Archaeological sites are known to exist in the area, however, the exact locations of these sites must 
be ascertained by contacting the Native American Heritage Commission at (916) 653-4082 and State Office of Historical 
Preservation (916) 653-6624, and/or the Central Coast Archaeological Information Center (805) 893-2474. 
 
The Sandpiper golf course is directly to the East, and the Bacara Resort and Spa is 1800’ to the West. Haskell’s beach is also 
adjacent to containment site 3. The beach is utilized by the local population. 
 
Other references: 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-630-C 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix M 

Agricultural Land use None in the direct vicinity. 

Industrial Land use Venoco Ellwood Facility is directly adjacent to the containment sites. 
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CREEK NAME: TECOLOTE CREEK 
Crossing Information 

 
Classification: Creek 

  
District: Santa Barbara County 

  
Response Area: Goleta 

  
Coordinates of Creek Crossing:  N 34° 26’00.52” / W 119°55’00.23” 

  
Directions from Primary and Secondary 

Base: 
Primary: The primary response base is Venoco 
Ellwood facility which is located 1480’ East of 
Tecolote Creek. 

 Secondary: The secondary response base is 
NRCES Ventura office 3284 Ventura Ave, Ventura, 
CA 93001. Head North on Ventura Ave to Shell 
road, turn left on to Shell road, take CA-33 S about 
2.7miles to US-101 N, travel on US-101 N for 
38.7miles and take exit 110 Winchester Canyon 
Road. Merge on to Calle Real to the left, travel .5 
miles to Cathedral Oaks rd. Turn left on Cathedral 
Oaks rd and follow to the Stop sign, turn right at the 
Stop sign on to Hollister ave and travel .32 miles to 
Venoco Ellwood Facility on the left. 
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Access and Response Times 
 

 
 

 
 
Vehicles Access Details 
 
 
 

Containment Site 1: Vehicle access is non existent. Enter to creek by foot 
only. Vehicles will have to be staged on the bridge, or at Venoco Ellwood 
Facility. 
Containment Site 2: Access through Bacara Resort maintenance parking 
lot by vehicle, then by foot via golf cart trail to walk bridge. 
Containment Site 3: Vehicles can utilize the beach access road 850’ just 
west of Venoco Ellwood facility. Turn West at the beach and travel 685’ to 
Tecelote Creek mouth. 

Travel time from Primary 
Base to CS (hrs) 10 min 

Travel time from 
Secondary Base to CS 1 hr 10 min 

 
Watercourse Data 

 
Creek Bed Type  Mixture of gravel, sand, and rocks. 

 
Creek characteristics  
 

Average Flow: < .5 FT/SEC. 
Width: 6’ –  38’ 
Depth: 3” – 2.5’ 

Creek banks condition 
Gradient: 5° - 60° 
 
Banks Height: 0.5’ – 11’ 
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Deployment / Equipment Information 
 

Containment Strategy 
/Containment and 
Recovery Equipment 
Options 
 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 100 each sandbags 
- 2 each 4” x 6’ PVC pipes 
- 2 each 2”- 3” diaphragm pump 
- Hand tools 
 
Containment Site 2: 
- 100 each sandbags 
- 2 each 4” x 6’ PVC pipes 
- 2 each 2”- 3” diaphragm pump 
- Hand tools 
 
Containment Site 3: 
- 100’ swamp boom 
- 6 each bales of absorbent boom 
- 8 each drive-in anchors 
- 1 each 2”-3” diaphragm pump 
- 1 each shallow draft skimmer 
- 1 each backhoe 

 
See Ellwood OSCP Appendix F for 
other additional equipment 
available. 

Storage Type/Number/ 
Unit Volume (bbls/yds3) 

- 3 each 20yd waste bin 
- 2 each 20k baker tank 
- 3 each 120bbl Vac Tankers 

Total Volume (bbls/yds3) - 20k bbls 
- 60 cubic yards 

 
Personnel Requirements 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 4 Technicians 
Containment Site 2: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 4 Technicians  
Containment Site 3: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 6 Technicians 
- 1 Backhoe operator 

Laydown Area/Staging 
Area (FT²)  15,400 – 28,000’ 
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Environmental / Sensitive Area Information 

 

Environmental Description 

Tecolote canyon creek and appx 1/4 acre open water lagoon. Tecolote canyon creek lagoon is fringed by vegetation. To the  NW 
and SE are fine-grained sand beaches. A small sand berm develops during dry season, however the creek mouth is generally 
close to the high tide line. 
 
Other references: 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-635-A 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix F 
 

Downstream Receptor Pacific Ocean 

Cultural Description 

Cultural, Historical, and Archaeological sites are known to exist in the area, however, the exact locations of these sites must be 
ascertained by contacting the Native American Heritage Commission at (916) 653-4082 and State Office of Historical Preservation 
(916) 653-6624, and/or the Central Coast Archaeological Information Center (805) 893-2474. 
 
The Bacara Resort is on either side of Tecolote Creek. Haskell’s beach is also adjacent to containment site 3. The beach is utilized 
by the local population. 
 
Other references: 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-635-A 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix M 

Agricultural Land use None in the direct vicinity. 

Industrial Land use Venoco Ellwood Facility is 1500’ to the West of the containment sites. 
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CREEK NAME: EAGLE CREEK 
Crossing Information 

 
Classification: Creek 

  
District: Santa Barbara County 

  
Response Area: Goleta 

  
Coordinates of Creek Crossing:  N 34° 26’22.0” / W 119°55’43.4” 

  
Directions from Primary and Secondary 

Base: 
Primary: Turn right out of Venoco Ellwood facility on 
to Hollister ave. Follow Hollister to the first Stop 
sign, turn left on to Cathedral Oaks rd and cross 
over US 101 fwy to Calle Real. Turn left on Calle 
Real and follow for 1.27 miles. Eagle Creek 
Crossing will be on the right side of Calle Real. 

 Secondary: The secondary response base is 
NRCES Ventura office 3284 Ventura Ave, Ventura, 
CA 93001. Head North on Ventura Ave to Shell 
road, turn left on to Shell road, take CA-33 S about 
2.7miles to US-101 N, travel on US-101 N for 
38.7miles and take exit 110 Winchester Canyon 
Road. Merge on to Calle Real to the left, travel 1.77 
miles on Calle Real. Eagle Creek Crossing will be 
on the right side of Calle Real. 
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Access and Response Times 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Vehicle Access Details 
 
 
 

Containment Site 1: Vehicle access is non existent. Enter to creek by foot 
only. Vehicles will have to be staged on the bridge, or on Calle Real. 
Containment Site 2: Vehicle access is non existent. Enter to creek by foot 
only. Vehicles will have to be staged on the bridge, or on Calle Real. 
Containment Site 3: Vehicles can utilize the Ellwood pier access road just 
west of the Bacara Resort. Turn West at the first right behind the resort and 
travel .33 miles to Eagle Creek. 

Travel time from Primary 
Base to CS (hrs) 15 min 

Travel time from 
Secondary Base to CS 1 hr 15 min 

 
Watercourse Data 

 
Creek Bed Type  Mixture of gravel, sand, and rocks. 

 
Creek characteristics  
 

Average Flow: < .5 FT/SEC. 
Width: 6’ –  8’ 
Depth: 3” –  1’ 

Creek banks condition 
Gradient: 5° - 80° 
 
Banks Height: 3’ – 19’ 
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Deployment / Equipment Information 

 

Containment Strategy 
/Containment and 
Recovery Equipment 
Options 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 150 each sandbags 
- 2 each 4” x 6’ PVC pipes 
- 2 each 2”- 3” diaphragm pump 
- Hand tools 
 
Containment Site 2: 
- 100 each sandbags 
- 2 each 4” x 6’ PVC pipes 
- 2 each 2”- 3” diaphragm pump 
- Hand tools 
- Chain Saw 
 
Containment Site 3: 
- 2 each 2”- 3” diaphragm pump 
- Hand tools 
- 1 each backhoe 

See Ellwood OSCP Appendix F for 
other additional equipment 
available. 

Storage Type/Number/ 
Unit Volume (bbls/yds3) 

- 3 each 20yd waste bin 
- 2 each 20k baker tank 
- 3 each 120bbl Vac Tankers 

Total Volume (bbls/yds3) - 20k bbls 
- 60 cubic yards 

 
Personnel Requirements 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 4 Technicians 
Containment Site 2: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 4 Technicians  
Containment Site 3: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 4 Technicians 
- 1 Backhoe operator 

Lay down Area/Staging 
Area (FT²)  15,400 – 28,000’ 
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Environmental / Sensitive Area Information 

 

Environmental Description 

This is a small, intermittent creek which empties out onto a small fine-grained sand beach backed by a cobble-boulder storm 
berm. Tidal wash over occurs into a seasonal lagoon at creek beach. Mouth is probably open to ocean during winter rains 
only. Whenever creek mouth is open (normally only during rainy season) - wetland biota is at risk. 
 
Other references: 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-640-A 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix M 
 

Downstream Receptor Pacific Ocean 

Cultural Description 

Cultural, Historical, and Archaeological sites are known to exist in the area, however, the exact locations of these sites must 
be ascertained by contacting the Native American Heritage Commission at (916) 653-4082 and State Office of Historical 
Preservation (916) 653-6624, and/or the Central Coast Archaeological Information Center (805) 893-2474. 
 
Ellwood Pier is located 1900’ to the East of Eagle Creek, and the Bacara Resort is located 2400’ to the East of Eagle Creek.  
 
Other references: 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-640-A 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix M 

Agricultural Land use None in the direct vicinity. 

Industrial Land use Venoco Ellwood Facility is 1.02 miles to the East of the containment sites. 
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CREEK NAME: DOS PUEBLOS 
Crossing Information 

 
Classification: Creek 

  
District: Santa Barbara County 

  
Response Area: Goleta 

  
Coordinates of Creek Crossing:  N 34° 26’53.0” / W 119°57’33.1” 

  
Directions from Primary and 

Secondary Base: 
Primary: Turn right out of Venoco Ellwood facility on to 
Hollister ave. Follow Hollister to the first Stop sign, turn left 
on to Cathedral Oaks rd and cross over US 101 fwy and turn 
left on to the US 101 entrance ramp. Travel 2.58 miles on 
US 101 North to Exit 113 (Dos Pueblos Canyon Road) and 
exit US 101 on to Naples Access Rd. Travel Naples Access 
Rd .27 miles, turn left, follow to Stop sign, turn right onto Dos 
Pueblos Cyn Rd, travel .11miles to the first right, travel .16 
miles, crossing is on the right just past the US 101 overpass. 

 Secondary: The secondary response base is NRCES 
Ventura office 3284 Ventura Ave, Ventura, CA 93001. Head 
North on Ventura Ave to Shell road, turn left on to Shell road, 
take CA-33 S about 2.7miles to US-101 N, travel on US-101 
N 42.1 miles to Exit 113 (Dos Pueblos Canyon Road) and 
exit US 101 on to Naples Access Rd. Travel Naples Access 
Rd .27 miles, turn left, follow to Stop sign, turn right onto Dos 
Pueblos Cyn Rd, travel .11miles to the first right, travel .16 
miles, crossing is on the right just past the US 101 
overpass.. 
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Access and Response Times 
 

 
 

 
 
Vehicles Access Details 
 
 
 

Containment Site 1: Vehicle access is possible via the access road. 
However, the road is narrow and no room for staging many vehicles. 
Access down to the creek by foot only. 
Containment Site 2: Vehicle access is possible via the access road. 
However, the road is narrow and no room for staging many vehicles. 
Access down to the creek by foot only. 
Containment Site 3: Vehicles can access the creek without any physical 
restrictions. Parking lot to the South of the pond can be used as a staging 
area for all three sites. 

Travel time from Primary 
Base to CS (hrs) 20 min 

Travel time from 
Secondary Base to CS 1 hr 20 min 

 
Watercourse Data 

 
Creek Bed Type  Mixture of gravel, sand, and rocks. 

 
Creek characteristics  
 

Average Flow: < .5 FT/SEC. 
Width: 6’ –  17’ 
Depth: 3” –  1’ 

Creek banks condition 
Gradient: 5° - 80° 
 
Banks Height: .5’ – 8’ 
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Deployment / Equipment Information 
 

 
 

 
 
Containment Strategy 
/Containment and 
Recovery Equipment 
Options 
 
 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 250 each sandbags 
- 2 each 4” x 6’ PVC pipes 
- 2 each 2”- 3” diaphragm pump 
- Suction Skimmer 
- Hand tools 
Containment Site 2: 
- 150 each sandbags 
- 2 each 4” x 6’ PVC pipes 
- 250’ Swamp Boom 
- 250’ Absorbent Boom 
- 2 each Drive-in anchors 
- 2 each 2”- 3” diaphragm pump 
- Hand tools 
- Chain Saw 
Containment Site 3: 
- 250 each sandbags 
- 2 each 4” x 6’ PVC pipes 
- 2 each 2”- 3” diaphragm pump 
- Suction Skimmer 
- Hand tools 
- Back Hoe 

 
See Ellwood OSCP Appendix F 
for other additional equipment 
available. 

Storage Type/Number/ 
Unit Volume (bbls/yds3) 

- 3 each 20yd waste bin 
- 2 each 20k baker tank 
- 3 each 120bbl Vac Tankers 

Total Volume (bbls/yds3) - 20k bbls 
- 60 cubic yards 

 
Personnel Requirements 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 5 Technicians 
Containment Site 2: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 5 Technicians  
Containment Site 3: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 5 Technicians 
- 1 Backhoe operator 

Laydown Area/Staging 
Area (FT²)  8,320’ 
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Environmental Description 

This is a small, intermittent creek which empties out onto a small fine-grained sand beach backed by a cobble-boulder storm 
berm. Mouth is open to ocean via culvert. The shoreline is primarily wave-cut rock platforms with some fine-grained sand and mixed sand and 
gravel beaches backed by coastal bluffs to the East and West. Offshore is Naples reef a popular fishing, diving and marine research area. 
 
Shoreline: From January through June harbor seals can be found pupping and breeding in the area. High concentrations of harbor seals all 
year. Grunion spawning on sand beaches Spring and summer high tides. 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-625-B 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix F 
 

Downstream Receptor Pacific Ocean 

Cultural Description 

Cultural, Historical, and Archaeological sites are known to exist in the area, however, the exact locations of these sites must 
be ascertained by contacting the Native American Heritage Commission at (916) 653-4082 and State Office of Historical 
Preservation (916) 653-6624, and/or the Central Coast Archaeological Information Center (805) 893-2474. 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-625-B 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix M 
 

Agricultural Land use Yes, along entire length of the creek from the crossing to the Pacific. 

Industrial Land use None. 
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CREEK NAME: GATO CANYON 
Crossing Information 

 
Classification: Creek (Dry) 

  
District: Santa Barbara County 

  
Response Area: Goleta 

  
Coordinates of Creek Crossing:  N 34° 27’32.03” / W 119°59’13.56” 

  
Directions from Primary and 

Secondary Base: 
Primary: Turn right out of Venoco Ellwood facility on to 
Hollister ave. Follow Hollister to the first Stop sign, turn left 
on to Cathedral Oaks rd and cross over US 101 fwy and turn 
left on to the US 101 entrance ramp. Travel 5.54 miles on 
US 101 North to Exit 116 (El Capitan Ranch Road) and exit 
US 101. Stay to the right and follow around on to unnamed 
road. Follow unnamed road back toward the East for .89 
miles and Stop. Crossing is on the left. 

 Secondary: The secondary response base is NRCES 
Ventura office 3284 Ventura Ave, Ventura, CA 93001. Head 
North on Ventura Ave to Shell road, turn left on to Shell road, 
take CA-33 S about 2.7miles to US-101 N, travel on US-101 
N 45.06 miles to the Avenida Del Capitan exit and exit US 
101. Stay to the right and follow around on to unnamed road. 
Follow unnamed road back toward the East for .89 miles and 
Stop. Crossing is on the left. 
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Access and Response Times 
 

 
 

 
 
Vehicles Access Details 
 
 
 

Containment Site 1: Vehicle access is possible via the access road. 
However, the road is narrow and no room for staging many vehicles. 
Access down to the creek by foot only. 
 
Containment Site 2: Vehicle access is possible via the access road. Large 
vehicles may have access problems passing through the hwy underpass 
as clearance will need to be checked depending on the vehicle. 
 
Containment Site 3: Vehicle access is possible via access roads. Large 
vehicles may have access problems passing through the hwy underpass. 
Clearance will need to be checked depending on the vehicle. Vehicles will 
be required to drive over the railway tracks to access this site, ground 
clearance will need to be taking into consideration. 

Travel time from Primary 
Base to CS (hrs) 25 min 

Travel time from 
Secondary Base to CS 1 hr 25 min 

 
Watercourse Data 

 

Creek Bed Type  Mixture of gravel, sand, and rocks. 

Creek characteristics 
Average Flow: Dry 
Width: 6’  
Depth: Variable 

Creek banks condition 
Gradient: 5° - 80° 
 
Banks Height: 2.5’ – 23’ + 
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Deployment / Equipment Information 

 

Containment Strategy 
/Containment and 
Recovery Equipment 
Options 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 250 each sandbags 
- Hand tools 
- Back Hoe 
Containment Site 2: 
- 250 each sandbags 
- Hand tools 
- Back Hoe 
Containment Site 3: 
- 250 each sandbags 
- Hand tools 
- Back Hoe 

 
See Ellwood OSCP Appendix F for 
other additional equipment 
available 

Storage Type/Number/ 
Unit Volume (bbls/yds3) 

- 4-6 each 20yd waste bin 
- 2 each 120bbl Vac Tankers 

Total Volume (bbls/yds3) - 240 bbls 
- 80-120 cubic yards 

 
Personnel Requirements 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 5 Technicians 
Containment Site 2: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 5 Technicians  
Containment Site 3: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 5 Technicians 
- 1 Backhoe operator 

Laydown Area/Staging 
Area (FT²)  

Private property, will have to clear 
with land owner for appropriate 
space. 
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Environmental / Sensitive Area Information 
 

Environmental Description 

This is a small, usually dry creek which empties out onto a small fine-grained sand beach. Mouth of the creek is directly open to the ocean. The 
shoreline is primarily fine-grained sand and mixed sand and gravel backed by coastal bluffs to the East and West. 
 
Other references: 
 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix F 
 

Downstream Receptor Pacific Ocean 

Cultural Description 

Cultural, Historical, and Archaeological sites are known to exist in the area, however, the exact locations of these sites must 
be ascertained by contacting the Native American Heritage Commission at (916) 653-4082 and State Office of Historical 
Preservation (916) 653-6624, and/or the Central Coast Archaeological Information Center (805) 893-2474. 
 
One residence is located in the vicinity of the creek 580’ to the East. N 34° 27’11.44” / W 119°59’06.93” 
 
Other references: 
 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix M  

Agricultural Land use Yes, 450’ West of the creek, just North of the railway. 

Industrial Land use None. 
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CREEK NAME: LAS LLAGAS CREEK 
Crossing Information 

 
Classification: Creek  

  
District: Santa Barbara County 

  
Response Area: Goleta 

  
Coordinates of Creek Crossing:  N 34° 27’39.7” / W 119°59’59.4” 

  
Directions from Primary and 

Secondary Base: 
Primary: Turn right out of Venoco Ellwood facility on to 
Hollister ave. Follow Hollister to the first Stop sign, turn left 
on to Cathedral Oaks rd and cross over US 101 fwy and turn 
left on to the US 101 entrance ramp. Travel 5.54 miles on 
US 101 North to Exit 116 (El Capitan Ranch Road) and exit 
US 101. Stay to the right and follow around onto El Capitan 
Ranch Road. Follow El Capitan Ranch Road back toward 
the East for .13 miles and Stop. Crossing is on the right. 

 Secondary: The secondary response base is NRCES 
Ventura office 3284 Ventura Ave, Ventura, CA 93001. Head 
North on Ventura Ave to Shell road, turn left on to Shell road, 
take CA-33 S about 2.7miles to US-101 N, travel on US-101 
N 45.06 miles to Exit 116 (El Capitan Ranch Road) and exit 
US 101. Stay to the right and follow around onto El Capitan 
Ranch Road. Follow El Capitan Ranch Road back toward 
the East for .13 miles and Stop. Crossing is on the right. 
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Access and Response Times 
 

 
 

 
 
Vehicles Access Details 
 
 
 

Containment Site 1: Vehicle access is possible via the access road. 
However, the road is narrow and no room for staging many vehicles. 
Access down to the creek by foot only. 
Containment Site 2: Vehicle access is possible via access roads. Large 
vehicles may have access problems passing through the hwy underpass. 
Clearance will need to be checked depending on the vehicle. Vehicles will 
be required to drive over the railway tracks to access this site, ground 
clearance will need to be taking into consideration. 

Travel time from Primary 
Base to CS (hrs) 25 min 

Travel time from 
Secondary Base to CS 1 hr 25 min 

 
Watercourse Data 

 

Creek Bed Type  Mixture of gravel, sand, and rocks. 

Creek characteristics  
 

Average Flow: < .5 FT/SEC. 
Width: 6’ –  8’ 
Depth: 3” –  1’ 

Creek banks condition 
Gradient: 5° - 80° 
 
Banks Height: .5’ – 12’ 
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Deployment / Equipment Information 

 

 
 

 
 
Containment Strategy 
/Containment and 
Recovery Equipment 
Options 
 
 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 60 each sandbags 
- 2 each 4” x 6” PVC Pipes 
- 1 each 3” self priming pump 
- 1 each Suction weir skimmer 
- Hand tools 
- Chain Saw 
 
Containment Site 2: 
- 150 each sandbags 
- 2 each 4” x 6” PVC Pipes 
- 1 each 3” self priming pump 
- 1 each Suction weir skimmer 
- Hand tools 
- Back Hoe 
 

 
See Ellwood OSCP Appendix F for 
other additional equipment 
available. 

Storage Type/Number/ 
Unit Volume (bbls/yds3) 

- 4-6 each 20yd waste bin 
- 2 each 120bbl Vac Tankers 

Total Volume (bbls/yds3) - 240 bbls 
- 80-120 cubic yards 

 
Personnel Requirements 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 5 Technicians 
Containment Site 2: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 5 Technicians  
- 1 Backhoe operator 

Laydown Area/Staging 
Area (FT²)  

Private property, will have to clear 
with land owner for appropriate 
space. 
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Environmental / Sensitive Area Information 

 

Environmental Description 

This inlet is located within a small private gated beach community. The Las Llagas Creek is characterized as intermittent flow with a small 
seasonal lagoon at the mouth. The creek mouth is bounded on the west by a graded access road and to the east and by a steep hill with no 
access. The stream empties onto a sand covered beach which may erode to cobbles in the winter months. The northern end of the lagoon has 
willow habitat. The creek flows through a large culvert which passes under US 101 and the railway. 
 
Other references: 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-620-A 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix F 
. 

Downstream Receptor Pacific Ocean 

Cultural Description 

Cultural, Historical, and Archaeological sites are known to exist in the area, however, the exact locations of these sites must 
be ascertained by contacting the Native American Heritage Commission at (916) 653-4082 and State Office of Historical 
Preservation (916) 653-6624, and/or the Central Coast Archaeological Information Center (805) 893-2474. 
 
Rancho Arroyo Alamar is located just Northwest of the pipeline crossing. 
Gated residential community is located in the vicinity of the creek 210’ to the West. 
 
Other references: 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-620-A 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix M 
 

Agricultural Land use Yes, there is an established grove just Southeast of the pipeline/river crossing. 

Industrial Land use None. 
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CREEK NAME: EL CAPITAN CREEK 
Crossing Information 

 
Classification: Creek  

  
District: Santa Barbara County 

  
Response Area: Goleta 

  
Coordinates of Creek Crossing:  N 34° 27’49.7” / W 120°01’20.2” 

  
Directions from Primary and 

Secondary Base: 
Primary: Turn right out of Venoco Ellwood facility on to 
Hollister ave. Follow Hollister to the first Stop sign, turn left 
on to Cathedral Oaks rd and cross over US 101 fwy and turn 
left on to the US 101 entrance ramp. Travel 6.36 miles on 
US 101 North to Exit 117 (El Capitan State Beach) and exit 
US 101. Follow the exit ramp on to Calle Real and stop at .4 
miles, or after the second road on the right. 

 Secondary: The secondary response base is NRCES 
Ventura office 3284 Ventura Ave, Ventura, CA 93001. Head 
North on Ventura Ave to Shell road, turn left on to Shell road, 
take CA-33 S about 2.7miles to US-101 N, travel on US-101 
N 45.88 miles to Exit 117 (El Capitan State Beach) and exit 
US 101. Follow the exit ramp on to Calle Real and stop at .4 
miles, or after the second road on the right. 
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Access and Response Times 
 

 
 

 
 
Vehicles Access Details 
 
 
 

Containment Site 1: Vehicle access is possible via Calle Real. However, 
the road is narrow and no room for staging many vehicles. Utilize El 
Capitan State Beach parking area for vehicle and equipment staging. 
Containment Site 2: Vehicle access is possible via El Capitan State Beach 
Rd. However, the road is narrow and no room for staging many vehicles. 
Utilize El Capitan State Beach parking area for vehicle and equipment 
staging. 
Containment Site 3: Vehicle access is possible via El Capitan State Beach 
Rd. However, the road is narrow and no room for staging many vehicles. 
Utilize El Capitan State Beach parking area for vehicle and equipment 
staging. 

Travel time from Primary 
Base to CS (hrs) 30 min 

Travel time from 
Secondary Base to CS 1 hr 30 min 

 
On-Site Watercourse Data 

 

Creek Bed Type  Mixture of gravel, sand, and rocks. 

Creek characteristics  
 

Average Flow: < .5 FT/SEC. 
Width: 3’ –  6’ 
Depth: 3” –  1’ 

Creek banks condition 
Gradient: 5° - 45° 
 
Banks Height: .5’ – 4’ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHMSA 000046256



South Ellwood Field  Section Two 
Oil Spill Contingency Plan  Emergency Response Action Plan 
 

VENOCO.OSCP  12/2011         
2-88 

 
 

Deployment / Equipment Information 
 

Containment Strategy 
/Containment and 
Recovery Equipment 
Options 
 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 60 each sandbags 
- 2 each 4” x 6” PVC Pipes 
- 1 each Suction weir skimmer 
- Hand tools 
Containment Site 2: 
- 200 each sandbags 
- 3 each 4” x 6” PVC Pipes 
- 1 each 3” self priming pump 
- 1 each Suction weir skimmer 
- Hand tools 
- Back Hoe 
Containment Site 3: 
- 60 each sandbags 
- Hand tools 
- Back Hoe 

 
See Ellwood OSCP Appendix F for 
other additional equipment 
available. 

Storage Type/Number/ 
Unit Volume (bbls/yds3) 

- 4-6 each 20yd waste bin 
- 3 each 120bbl Vac Tankers 
- 1 each 20k Baker Tanks 

Total Volume (bbls/yds3) - 20k bbls 
- 80-120 cubic yards 

 
Personnel Requirements 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 5 Technicians 
Containment Site 2: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 5 Technicians  
Containment Site 3: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 5 Technicians  
- 1 Backhoe operator 

Laydown Area/Staging 
Area (FT²)  

State Beach. Will have to get 
approval from Parks and 
Recreation to utilize parking 
area(s) for staging. 
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Environmental / Sensitive Area Information 

 

Environmental Description 

El Capitan is a relatively small creek which empties on to a beach shoreline consisting of mixed sand, gravel, cobble, and boulder. Whenever 
the creek is open (most likely from late fall through early summer, depending on rainfall) wetland biota is at risk. Pelicans. Gulls, terns and other 
sea birds are at risk. 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-615-A 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix F. 

Downstream Receptor Pacific Ocean 

Cultural Description 

Cultural, Historical, and Archaeological sites are known to exist in the area, however, the exact locations of these sites must 
be ascertained by contacting the Native American Heritage Commission at (916) 653-4082 and State Office of Historical 
Preservation (916) 653-6624, and/or the Central Coast Archaeological Information Center (805) 893-2474. 
 
El Capitan State Beach is adjacent to the creek and is utilized for camping, surfing, and other recreational activities. 
El Capitan Canyon Resort is located just to the North of the pipeline/river crossing. 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-615-A 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix M 

Agricultural Land use None. 

Industrial Land use None. 
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CREEK NAME: CORRAL CANYON CREEK 
Crossing Information 

 
Classification: Creek  

  
District: Santa Barbara County 

  
Response Area: Goleta 

  
Coordinates of Creek Crossing:  N 34° 27’51.23” / W 120°02’43.3” 

  
Directions from Primary and 

Secondary Base: 
Primary: Turn right out of Venoco Ellwood facility on to 
Hollister ave. Follow Hollister to the first Stop sign, turn left 
on to Cathedral Oaks rd and cross over US 101 fwy and turn 
left on to the US 101 entrance ramp. Travel 6.36 miles on 
US 101 North to Exit 117 (El Capitan State Beach exit) and 
exit US 101 on to Calle Real. Follow Calle Real 1.72 miles to 
the Exxon Mobile staging yard on the right. Crossing is just 
west of the entrance. 

 Secondary: The secondary response base is NRCES 
Ventura office 3284 Ventura Ave, Ventura, CA 93001. Head 
North on Ventura Ave to Shell road, turn left on to Shell road, 
take CA-33 S about 2.7miles to US-101 N, travel on US-101 
N 45.88 miles to Exit 117 (El Capitan State Beach exit) and 
exit US 101 on to Calle Real. Follow Calle Real 1.72 miles to 
the Exxon Mobile staging yard on the right. Crossing is just 
west of the entrance  
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Access and Response Times 
 

 
 

 
 
Vehicles Access Details 
 
 
 

Containment Site 1: Vehicle access is possible via Calle Real and the 
Exxon Mobile staging area. 
Containment Site 2: Vehicle access is possible via El Capitan State Beach 
Rd. However, the road is narrow and no room for staging many vehicles. 
Utilize El Capitan State Beach parking area for vehicle and equipment 
staging. 
Containment Site 3: Response vessel access only. Dependent upon sea 
and weather conditions. 

Travel time from Primary 
Base to CS (hrs) 35 min 

Travel time from 
Secondary Base to CS 1 hr 35 min 

  
 

Watercourse Data 
 

Creek Bed Type  Mixture of gravel, sand, and rocks. 

Creek characteristics  
 

Average Flow: < .5 FT/SEC. 
Width: 4’ 
Depth: 3” –  1’ 

Creek banks condition 
Gradient: 25° (Culvert) 
 
Banks Height: (Culvert) 
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Deployment / Equipment Information 
 

Containment Strategy 
/Containment and 
Recovery Equipment 
Options 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 60 each sandbags 
- 2 each 4” x 6” PVC Pipes 
- 1 each Suction weir skimmer 
- Hand tools 
Containment Site 2: 
- Hand tools 
- Back Hoe 
Containment Site 3: 
- 2 each Response Vessels 
- 1800’ of Ocean Boom 
- 8 – 10 each 40# Anchor Sets 
- 1 each Skimming System 
- 1 each 20-50k Storage Barge 

See Ellwood OSCP Appendix F for 
other additional equipment 
available. 

Storage Type/Number/ 
Unit Volume (bbls/yds3) 

- 2 each 20yd waste bin 
- 1 each 120bbl Vac Tankers 
- 1 each 20k Baker Tanks 

Total Volume (bbls/yds3) - 20 - 70k bbls 
- 40 cubic yards 

 
Personnel Requirements 
 

Containment Site 1: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 5 Technicians 
Containment Site 2: 
- 1 Supervisor 
- 5 Technicians  
- 1 Backhoe operator 
Containment Site 3: 
- 2 Vessel Operators 
- 6 Technicians  
- 1 Tankerman 

Laydown Area/Staging 
Area (FT²)  

Exxon Mobile Staging Area = 
72,192sq ft 
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Environmental / Sensitive Area Information 

 

Environmental Description 

The stream flows though a culvert under Hwy 101, where it discharges directly onto the beach. From late spring through early winter, stream 
flows are generally less than 1mph. 
 
During most years this is a perennial stream which supports dense woodland. The streambed and banks of Corral Creek is comprised primarily 
of cobbles and boulders and are subject to penetration and saturation of oil. Area is susceptible to oil stranding during low flow cycles. The 
primary birds at risk are terrestrial species which rely upon the stream for foraging, water, and/or bathing during the breeding, nesting, and 
fledging seasons, which last from March through September.  
 
Other references: 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-613-A 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix F 
 

Downstream Receptor Pacific Ocean 

Cultural Description 

Cultural, Historical, and Archaeological sites are known to exist in the area, however, the exact locations of these sites must 
be ascertained by contacting the Native American Heritage Commission at (916) 653-4082 and State Office of Historical 
Preservation (916) 653-6624, and/or the Central Coast Archaeological Information Center (805) 893-2474. 
 
El Capitan State Beach is 3,900’ to the East. 
 
Other references: 
 
California ACP 4: Section 4-613-A 
Ellwood OSCP: Appendix M 
 

Agricultural Land use None. 

Industrial Land use Exxon Mobile refinery and staging area both are adjacent to Coral Creek. 
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Table 2-10. Ellwood Marine Terminal Tank Overfill / Failure Response Checklist. 

   

Actions To Be Taken Responsible Person1 Complete 
(Time/Initial) 

Assess situation/ take command – EXERCISE 
CAUTION.2 

Facility Supervisor  

Shut off shipping pumps at Ellwood. 
If overfill: close inlet valve to overfilled tank 
and open inlet valve of 2nd storage tank if 
capacity available. 

Operator  

If person down, notify Operator-In-Charge and 
rescue/evacuate person (if safe to do so).2 

Person Discovering 
Victim 

 

Eliminate all ignition sources. Operations Personnel  
Call 9-1-1 or 805 683-2724 via cell phone:3 
• Thomas Guide grid 993-G4. 
• Your name, company, phone number. 
• Type of emergency. 
• Location (1/2 mile off Storke Road to SW 

side of Highway 101, entrance on right side). 
• Route to approach (e.g., wind is blowing from 

west, so approach from south to our gate). 
• Number and types of injuries. 

Operator-In-Charge  

Ensure fire systems are available.   Operations Personnel  
Ensure valves on secondary systems are 
closed. 

Operators/Roustabout  

Assign person to direct emergency response 
vehicles and to guard gates. 

Operator-In-Charge  

Monitor area with gas detectors to determine 
vapor area.2 

Operators/Roustabout  

Inspect pipelines and piping equipment. Operator  
Make necessary notifications (see Table 2-2E). Facility Supervisor / 

Liaison 
 

Brief Fire Department upon arrival. Facility Supervisor  
Notify local clean-up contractors as necessary. Adjacent Operator-In-

Charge 
 

If overfill: arrange for steel gauge 
measurement and roof inspection as soon as 
possible. 

Facility Supervisor  

Document all actions. All Personnel  
1 Or other qualified personnel 
2 Appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) must be worn. 
3 Use one of the outside phone lines. If bad connection, hang up and call again. 
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Table 2-11. Ellwood Onshore Facility Tank Overfill / Failure Response Checklist. 

   

Actions To Be Taken Responsible Person1 Complete 
(Time/Initial) 

Assess situation/ take command – EXERCISE 
CAUTION.2 

Operator / Facility 
Supervisor 

 

If failure: ESD. 
If overfill: shut down Platform Holly if 
necessary and check tank levels of overflow 
tank. 

Operator  

If person down, notify Operator-In-Charge and 
rescue/evacuate person (if safe to do so).2 

Person Discovering 
Victim 

 

Eliminate all ignition sources. Operations Personnel  
Call 9-1-1 or 805 683-2724 via cell phone:3 
• Thomas Guide Grid 993-D2. 
• Your name, company, phone number. 
• Type of emergency. 
• Location (7979 Hollister Avenue). 
• Route to approach. 
• Number and types of injuries. 

Operator-In-Charge  

Ensure fire systems are activated as 
appropriate.   

Operations Personnel  

Assign person to direct emergency response 
vehicles and to guard gates. 

Operator-In-Charge  

Monitor area with gas detectors to determine 
vapor area.2 

Operators/Roustabout  

Inspect pipelines and piping equipment. Operator  
Notify Clean Seas to assist or standby and/or 
activate NRC. 

Facility Supervisor  

Make necessary notifications (see Table 2-2E). Facility Supervisor / 
Liaison 

 

Brief fire department upon arrival. Facility Supervisor  
Determine need for additional response 
resources. 

Facility Supervisor  

Document all actions. All Personnel  
1 Or other qualified personnel. 
2 Appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) must be worn. 
3 Use one of the outside phone lines. If bad connection, hang up and call again. 
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Table 2-12. Failure Of Ellwood Marine Terminal Transfer Equipment Response Checklist. 

   

Actions To Be Taken Responsible Person1 Complete 
(Time/Initial) 

Assess situation/ take command – EXERCISE 
CAUTION.2 

Facility Supervisor  

Shut off source of supply / ESD if necessary 
and sound alarm. 

Operator  

If person down, notify Operator-In-Charge and 
rescue/evacuate person (if safe to do so).2 

Person Discovering 
Victim 

 

Eliminate all ignition sources. Operations Personnel  
Call 9-1-1 or 805 683-2724 via cell phone:3 
• Thomas Guide grid 993-G4. 
• Your name, company, phone number. 
• Type of emergency. 
• Location (1/2 mile off Storke Road to SW 

side of Highway 101, entrance on right side). 
• Route to approach (e.g., wind is blowing from 

west, so approach from south to our gate). 
• Number and types of injuries. 

Operator-In-Charge  

Ensure fire systems are available.   Operations Personnel  
Monitor area with gas detectors to determine 
vapor area.2 

Facility Supervisor  

Assign person to direct emergency response 
vehicles and to guard gates. 

Facility Supervisor  

Make necessary notifications (see Table 2-2E). Facility Supervisor / 
Liaison 

 

Coordinate deployment of onsite containment 
and recovery equipment, including vacuum 
truck4 and local clean-up contractors. 

Facility Supervisor  

Designate staging areas for personnel and 
equipment, as needed 

Facility Supervisor  

Set up command post if warranted. Facility Supervisor  
Ensure safety of response personnel. Facility Supervisor  
Maintain communications with vessel 
personnel 

Facility Supervisor  

Brief U.S. Coast Guard and other agency 
personnel on arrival. 

Facility Supervisor  

Document all actions. All Personnel  
1 Or other qualified personnel. 
2 Appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) must be worn. 
3 Use one of the outside phone lines. If bad connection, hang up and call again. 
4 Includes pulling and maintaining a vacuum in the line. 
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Table 2-13. Piping Rupture/Leak Response 
Checklist. 
  

Actions To Be Taken Responsible Person1 
Assess situation/ take command – EXERCISE 
CAUTION. 

Operator / Facility Supervisor 

Shut down affected line, ESD if necessary, and 
sound alarm. 

Operator 

Shut down Ellwood pump, if applicable. Operator 
Close valves to isolate leak / rupture. Operator 
If person down, notify Operator-In-Charge and 
rescue/evacuate person (if safe to do so).2 

Person Discovering Victim 

Eliminate all ignition sources. Operations Personnel 
Call 9-1-1 or 805 683-2724 via cell phone:3 
• Thomas Guide grid. 
• Your name, company, phone number. 
• Type of emergency. 
• Location. 
• Route to approach. 
• Number and types of injuries. 

Operator-In-Charge 

Ensure fire systems are available.   Operations Personnel 
Confine onshore spill (if safe to do so).2 Operators/Roustabout 
Ensure valves on secondary containment are 
closed if in affected area. 

Operations Personnel 

Monitor area with gas detectors to determine 
vapor area.2 

Operators/Roustabout 

Inspect pipelines and piping equipment. Operator 
Notify Clean Seas to assist or standby and/or 
activate NRC. 

Facility Supervisor 

Make necessary notifications (see Table 2-2E). Facility Supervisor / Liaison 
Brief fire department upon arrival. Facility Supervisor 
Determine need for additional response 
resources. 

Facility Supervisor 

Document all actions. All Personnel 
1 Or other qualified personnel. 
2 Appropriate personal protective equipment 
(PPE) must be worn. 
3 Use one of the outside phone lines. If bad 
connection, hang up and call again. 
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Table 2-14. Explosion And/Or Fire 
Response Checklist. 

  

Actions To Be Taken Responsible Person1 
Assess situation/ take command – EXERCISE 
CAUTION. 

Facility Supervisor 

ESD if necessary and sound alarm. Operator 
If person down, notify Operator-In-Charge and 
rescue/evacuate person (if safe to do so).2 

Person Discovering Victim 

Call 9-1-1 or 805 683-2724 via cell phone:3 
• Thomas Guide grid.4 
• Your name, company, phone number. 
• Type of emergency. 
• Location. 
• Route to approach. 
• Number and types of injuries. 

Operator-In-Charge 

Shut off source of supply. Operator 
Ensure fire systems are activated. Operator 
Protect exposure with hose lines or monitors. Operators/Roustabouts 
Attempt to extinguish fire (if safe to do so).2 Operators/Roustabouts 
Eliminate all ignition sources. Operations Personnel 
Assign person to direct emergency response 
vehicles and to guard gates. 

Operator-In-Charge 

Make necessary notifications (see Table 2-2E). Facility Supervisor / Liaison 
Brief Fire Department upon arrival. Facility Supervisor 
Inspect pipelines, piping equipment, and 
firewater system integrity as necessary.2 

Operators 

Check off-site areas for damage. Operators/Roustabouts 
Refer to other checklists as necessary. Facility Supervisor 
Document all actions. All Personnel 
1 Or other qualified personnel. During PM 
hours, Night Operator is the responsible 
person. 
2 Appropriate personal protective equipment 
(PPE) must be worn. 
3 Facility Supervisor or designee. 
4 EMT: Grid 993-G4, EOF: Grid 993-D2, 
Ellwood Pier (access to Platform Holly): Grid 
993-B2. 
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Table 2-15. Other Equipment Failure 
Response Checklist. 

  

Actions To Be Taken Responsible Person1 
Assess situation/ take command.  EXERCISE 
CAUTION.2   

Operator / Facility Supervisor 

ESD if necessary and sound alarm. Operations Personnel 
Make necessary notifications (see Table 2-2E). Facility Supervisor / Liaison 
Evaluate risk of spill and/or fire/explosion and 
refer to other checklist(s) as necessary. 

Facility Supervisor 

Determine need for additional response 
resources. 

Facility Supervisor 

Document all actions. All Personnel 
1 Or other qualified personnel.  
2 Appropriate personal protective equipment 
(PPE) must be worn. 
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 2.5 DIRECTORY OF CONTACTS 

This directory includes the following lists of contacts: 

• Table 2-16 Venoco SIRT, IIRT, & Facility Phone Numbers 

• Table 2-16a Clean Seas Yard 

• Table 2-17 Response Contractors and Cooperatives 

• Table 2-18 Offshore Operators, Utilities & Rail Road 

• Table 2-19 Regulatory Agencies 

• Table 2-20 Emergency Services 

• Table 2-21 Waste Management Services 

• Table 2-22 Outside Services and Resources 
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Table 2-16a. Clean Seas Yard 
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Table 2-17. Response Cooperative and Contractors. 

   

Company Contact Telephone 

Clean Seas 
110 Eugenia Place, Suite 204 
Carpinteria, CA 93013  

Ike Ikerd 
 
 
Kyle Hanson 

(805) 684-3838 (24-hour) 
(805) 684-2650 (fax) 
 
(805) 684-3838  
(805) 455-5502 

National Response Corporation 
Environmental Services, Inc. 
(NRCES) 
3284 Ventura Avenue  
Ventura, CA 93001 

Tom Hale (800) 337-7455 (24-hour) 
(805) 667-8424 (office) 
(805) 331-0126 (cell) 

   
   
MSRC 
971 South Seaside 
Terminal Island, CA 90731 
 

 (800) 645-7745 
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Table 2-18. Offshore Operators, Utilities, & Rail Road. 

   

Facility Operator Telephone 

A  DCOR (805) 585-1079 
B DCOR (805) 585-1069 
C DCOR (805) 585-1059 
Habitat DCOR (805) 585-1043 

(805) 585-1040 
Henry DCOR (805) 585-1099 
Hillhouse DCOR (805) 585-1089 
Hogan POOI (805) 643-1195 
Houchin POOI (805) 643-1195 
Goleta Sanitation / Sewer 
District 

 (805) 697-4519 

Goleta Water District  (805) 964-6761 
Southern California Edison 
(Edison International) 

 (800) 611-1911 
(805) 963-3671 

Southern California Gas   (800) 427-2000 
(805) 681-8093 (24-hr) 

Amtrak  (800) 872-7245 
Union Pacific Railroad  (800) 870-8777 
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Table 2-19.  Regulatory Agencies. 

   

Jurisdiction Agency Telephone 

Federal National Response Center 
Washington, D.C. 

(800) 424-8802 (24-hour) 

United States Coast Guard 
Marine Safety Office 
Los Angeles/Long Beach 
1001 South Seaside Avenue 
Building 20 
San Pedro, CA 90731 

(310) 833-1600 (24-hour) 
 

United States Coast Guard 
Marine Safety Detachment 
111 Harbor Blvd. 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

(805) 962-7430 

Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

(800) 424-8802 (24-hour) 

For initial reporting of spill, contact: 
Bureau of Safety and Environmental 
Enforcement 
Califronia District Office 
770 Paseo Camarillo 
Camarillo, CA 93010 
  

(805) 389-7775 (24-hour) 

  
Flight Service Station 
Hawthorne, CA 

 
(800) 992-7433 

National Marine Fisheries Service 
Joe Cordero 
Marine Mammals 
501 West Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200 
Long Beach, CA 90802-4213 

(562) 980-4017 
(spill >100 bbl) 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 
Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary 
113 Harbor Way 
Santa Barbara, CA 93109 

(805) 966-7107 

NOAA 
Injury Assessment Coordinator (John Cubit) 
501 West Ocean Blvd., Suite 4470 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

(562) 980-4081 

NOAA 
Scientific Support Coordinator 
Jordan Stout 
Alameda, CA 

(510) 437-5344 (office) 
(510) 437-5345 (fax) 
(800) 759-8888, 
PIN 579-8818 (pager) 
(206) 321-3320 (cellular) 

NOAA 
Trajectory Analysis 
7600 Sandpoint Way NE 
Bin C15700 
Seattle, WA 98115 

(206) 526-6317 (office) 
(206) 526-6329 (fax) 
(206) 526-4911 (24-hr, 
HazMat Duty Officer) 
 

National Weather Service 
Oxnard 

(805) 988-6610 

U. S. Department of Transportation 
PHMSA 
East Building, 2nd Floor 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

(202) 366-4433 
(202) 366-3666 (fax)  
Western Region Office:  
(720) 963-3160 
(720) 963-3161 (fax) 
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Table 2-19.  Regulatory Agencies. 

   

Jurisdiction Agency Telephone 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Endangered Species Recovery 
2493 Portola Road, Suite B 
Ventura, CA 93003 

(805) 644-1766 

State California Emergency Management 
Agency 
2800 Meadowview Road 
Sacramento, CA 95832 

(800) 852-7550 (24-hour) 

 California Coastal Commission 
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000 
San Francisco, CA 94105-2291 

(415) 201-5792 (pager, 
primary number for spill 
reports) 
(415) 904-5240 (office) 
(415) 904-5400 (fax) 

 Cal-EPA Dept. of Toxic Substance Control 
1011 N. Grandview Avenue 
Glendale, CA 91201 

(818) 551-2816 
(800) 698-6942 (waste alert       
 report) 

 CHP (California Highway Patrol) 
6465 Calle Real 
Goleta, CA 93117 

(805) 967-1234 

 CalOSHA 
1655 Mesa Verde, Suite 150 
Ventura, CA 93003 

(805) 654-4581 

 Caltrans 
 
3999 State Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 93105 
 
District 7 
950 County Square Drive 
Ventura, CA 93009 

 
 
(805) 568-1250 
(916) 653-3442 (24-hour) 
 
(805) 650-7179 
 

 Department of Fish and Game 
4665 Lampson Avenue, Suite C 
Los Alamitos, CA 90720 

(562) 342-7100 
(805) 654-6281 (spill 
affecting wildlife) 

 Department of Fish and Game/OSPR 
Ms. Lisa Curtis 
1700 “K” Street, Suite 250 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

(916) 445-0045 (24-hour) 
(916) 445-9326 
(916) 324-8829 (fax) 

 Division of Oil and Gas and Geothermal 
 Resources 
 
5075 S. Bradley Road, Suite221 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 
 
1000 S. Hill Road, Suite 116 
Ventura, CA 93003 

 
 
 
(805) 937-7246 
 
 
(805) 654-4761 
(805) 654-4765 (fax) 

 Governor’s Office 
 
Arnold Schwarrzenegger 
State Office Building 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
LEPC (Emergency Planning) 
Region 1 

 
 
(916) 445-2841 
 
 
 
(562) 795-2900 
(562) 795-2877 (fax) 

 Regional Water Quality Control Board 
895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

(805) 549-3147 
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Table 2-19.  Regulatory Agencies. 

   

Jurisdiction Agency Telephone 

 State Fire Marshall 
Pipeline Safety Division 
3950 Paramount Blvd. 
Lakewood, CA 90712 

(562) 497-9100 

 State Lands Commission 
 
Minerals Resource Management 
ARCO Towers 
200 Oceangate, 12th Floor 
Long Beach, CA 90802-4471 
 
7394 Calle Real, Suite C & D 
P.O. Box 1237 
Goleta, CA 93117 
 
Marine Facilities Inspection and Management  
ARCO Towers 
200 Oceangate, Suite 900 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

 
 
(562) 590-5201 (24-hour) 
 
 
 
 
(805) 685-8502 
 
 
 
(562) 499-6348 

 University of California at Santa Barbara 
Henry Yang 
Chancellor’s Office 
5221 Cheadle Hall 
Santa Barbara, CA 93106 

(805) 893-2231 

 State Parks 
Channel Coast District 
1933 Cliff Drive 
Santa Barbara, CA 93109 
 
Central Dispatch for all State Parks - 
SURCOM 

(805) 968-1033 
 
 
 
 
(951) 443-2964 or 911 and 
 have Sheriff contact 
 (emergencies) 

County Santa Barbara County 
Emergency Center 
Fire / Sheriff 
4410 Cathedral Oaks Rd. 
Santa Barbara, CA 93111 

 
911 
(805) 683-2724 (on cellular 
and/or for admin. Reporting) 

 Santa Barbara County 
Office of Emergency Management (OEM) 

(805) 681-5526 

 Santa Barbara County 
APCD 

(805) 961-8800 

 Santa Barbara County 
Energy Division 
30 E. Figueroa St., 2nd Floor 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

(805) 886-7165 

 Ventura County 
APCD 

(805) 654-2797 

 Ventura County 
Environmental Health 

(805) 654-2813 

 Ventura County 
Fire 

(805) 389-9710 

 Ventura County 
Sheriff 
800 S. Victoria 
Ventura, CA 93009 

(805) 654-2311 

City Carpinteria  
City Hall 

(805) 684-5405 
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Table 2-19.  Regulatory Agencies. 

   

Jurisdiction Agency Telephone 

 Carpinteria 
Fire Department 

(805) 684-4591 

 Carpinteria /Summerland 
Police Department 

(805) 684-4561 

 City of Goleta - Mayor (805) 961-7500 
 City of Goleta – City Manager (805) 708-0045 (cell) 
 City of Goleta – Planning and 

Environmental Services Director 
(805) 415-5812 (cell) 

 City of Goleta – Redevelopment, 
Neighborhood Services and Public Safety 
Director 

(805) 896-5394 (cell) 

 City of Santa Barbara - Mayor (805)564-5321 
Harbor Santa Barbara Harbor Master 

Channel Islands – Harbor Patrol 
(805) 564-5531 
(805) 385-6693 
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Table 2-20.  Emergency Services. 

   

Location Hospital Telephone 

Goleta Goleta Valley Cottage Hospital 
351 S. Patterson Avenue 
Santa Barbara, CA 93111 

(805) 967-3411 
(Medivac Helo Pad) 

Goleta  Sansum - Santa Barbara Medical 
Foundation 
122 South Patterson Avenue 
Santa Barbara, CA 93111 

(805) 681-1777 

Santa Barbara Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital 
Pueblo at Bath 
Santa Barbara, CA 93105 

(805) 682-7111 

Carpinteria Sansum - Santa Barbara Medical 
Foundation 
4806 Carpinteria Avenue 
Carpinteria, CA 93013 

(805) 566-5000 

Ventura Community Memorial Hospital 
147 N. Brent 
Ventura, CA 93003 

(805) 652-5011 

Oxnard St. John’s Regional Medical Center 
1600 N. Rose Avenue 
Oxnard, CA 93033  

(805) 988-2500 

Sherman Oaks Sherman Oaks Burn Center 
4929 Van Nuys Blvd. 
Sherman Oaks, CA 

(818) 981-7111 
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Table 2-21.  Waste Management Services. 

   

Service Company Telephone 

Disposal (Class I) Chemical Waste Management 
Kettleman Hills Facility 
35251 Old Skyline Blvd. 
Kettleman City, CA 93727 

(800) 222-2964 

Disposal ((Class I / II) Clean Harbors 
2500 W. Lokern 
Buttonwillow, CA 
 
Clean Harbors (Service Center) 
5756 Alba Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90058 

(800) 544-7199 
 
 
 
(323) 277-2500 
(800) 343-4244 
(emergency service) 

Disposal (Class III) Ventura Regional Sanitation Dist.1 
Toland Road Sanitary Landfill 
3500 N. Toland Road 
Santa Paula, CA 

(805) 525-8217 

Lab BC Laboratories 
4100 Atlas Court 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 

(661) 327-4911 
(661) 327- 1918 (fax) 

Recycling (batteries)2 Kinsbursky Bros. Inc. 
1314 N. Lemon Street 
Anaheim, CA 92801 

(714) 738-8516 

Storage/Transport Ecology Control Industries 
(formerly IT Corp.) 
20846 Normandie Avenue 
Torrance, CA 90402 

(310) 320-2555 (24-hour) 

Storage/Transport OST Trucking 
2951 N. Ventura Avenue 
Ventura, CA 93002 

(805) 643-9963 

Storage Tank Baker Tank (805) 525-1710 
Storage/Transport Marborg Industries 

136 N. Quarantina 
Santa Barbara, CA 93103 

(805) 963-1852 

Vacuum Trucks Gallighen Inc. 
Speed’s Oil Tool 
Ecology Control 

(805) 648-2413 
(805) 925-1369 
(805) 648-5123 

 
1 Able to accept non-hazardous oilfield wastes, wastewater, and tank bottoms. 
 
2 Hazardous wastes sent to a recycling facility must be accompanied by a hazardous waste 
manifest.  In most cases, a waste sample must be sent to the recycler for analysis prior to 
shipment. 
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Table 2-22.  Outside Services and Resources. 

   

Service Company Telephone 

Absorbent Cleveland Cotton (805) 321-1050 
Air Transport (Emergency) Aspen Helicopters Inc. 

2899 W. 5th Street 
Oxnard, CA 

(805) 985-5416 

Air Transport (Emergency) Petroleum Helicopters 
302 Moffat Place 
Goleta, CA 93117 

(805) 964-0684 

Ambulance American Medical Response 
Buellton, CA 

(805) 688-6550 

Auto Rental Avis Rent A Car (800) 831-2847 

Auto Rental Dollar (800) 800-4000 

Auto Rental Enterprise Rent A Car (800) 736-8222 

Auto Rental Hertz Rent A Car (800) 654-3131 
Bus Charter Melni Bus Service, Inc. 

622 Anacapa 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

(805) 963-2084 

Chemicals Chemtrec (800) 424-9300 
Consultants: Air / 
Environmental / Safety 

Reese-Chambers Systems 
P.O. Box 8 
Somis, CA 93066 

(805) 386-4343 
(805) 386-4388 (fax) 

Consultants: Environmental Goldberg Environmental Services 
2922 Paseo Tranquillo 
Santa Barbara, CA 93105 

(805) 687-6046 
sparkink@verizon.net 

Corexit EC9527A, EC9500A Nalco 
7701 Highway 90A 
Sugar Land, TX 77478 

(281) 263-7000 

Equipment Rental United Rentals 
3665 Market St. 
Ventura, CA 

(800) 877-3687 
(805) 644-7310 

Equipment Rental Bud’s Equipment Rental 
(heavy equipment) 

(805) 684-4173 

Equipment Rental Carpinteria Valley Lumber (805) 684-2183 

Excelsior Republic Supply Co. (805) 643-6158 

Media: Newspapers Santa Barbara News-Press (805) 564-5200 

Media: Newspapers Ventura County Star (805) 650-2900 

Media: Radio KCAQ (805) 289-1400 

Media: Radio KSPE (805) 965-1490 

Media: Radio KVEN (805) 642-8595 

Media: Radio KZBN 1290 (805) 568-1444 

Media: Television KEYT (805) 882-3933 

Media: Television KABC (323) 644-7777 

Media: Television KSBY (805) 963-7883 
Motel Holiday Inn 

450 E. Harbor Blvd. 
Ventura, Ca 

(805) 648-7731 
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Table 2-22.  Outside Services and Resources. 

   

Service Company Telephone 

Motel Seaward Inn 
2094 E. Harbor Blvd. 
Ventura, CA  

(805) 653-5000 

Motel Best Western Carpinteria Inn 
4558 Carpinteria Avenue 
Carpinteria, CA 

(805) 684-0473 

Motel Best Western Pepper Tree Inn 
3850 State Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 

(805) 687-5511 

Operations California Conservation Corps. 
1719 24th Street 
Sacramento, CA 
 
Contact: Lin McNamara 
Can provide up to 200 workers 

(916) 341-3160 
(statewide, 24-hour 
emergency dispatch) 
 

Operations A.J. Diani Construction 
295 N. Blosser Road 
Santa Maria, CA 93454 

(805) 925-9533 

Portable Pumps Bud’s Rental (805) 684-4173 

Portable Toilets Fence Factory Rentals (888) 713-3623 
Portable Toilets JW Enterprises 

1689 Morse Avenue 
Ventura, CA 93001 

(800) 350-3331 

Security Bomar Security 
Santa Barbara 

(805) 683-4898 

Security Securitas Security 
5276 Hollister Ave. 
Goleta, CA 93117 

(805) 485-0528 

Trailer Rental GE Capital Modular Space 
1444 S. Willow Avenue 
Rialto, Ca 

(800) 523-7918 

Trailer Rental William Scotsman Mobile Offices (800) 782-1500 

Truck Rental  Ryder (800) 467-9337 
Truck Rental U Haul 

Carpinteria 
Santa Barbara 

 
(805) 684-9661 
(805) 965-2600 

Wildlife Care California Oiled Wildlife Care 
Network 
Greg Massey 

(530) 752-4167 
(916) 556-7509 (pager) 
(530) 752-1218 (office) 
 
if no response, call OSPR 
dispatch (916) 445-0045 
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 2.6 EVACUATION PLAN 

2.6.1 Introduction 

Two forms of emergency evacuation that may be applicable to a Venoco facility are: 

• Immediate Evacuation.  Involves little or no warning and requires all personnel to vacate an area or the 

facility as quickly as possible to escape dangers associated with the emergency. 

• Staged Evacuation.  Involves anticipated circumstances that may pose a risk to facility personnel.  

Examples of this type of evacuation include forecasted very severe weather, an approaching toxic vapor 

cloud, bomb threat, fire, etc.  Such incidents often permit early evacuation of nonessential personnel by 

routine transportation means. 

Each incident will require individual assessment and evaluation, and the use of common sense.  

2.6.2 Steps In The Evacuation Process 

2.6.2.1 Determine The Need For Evacuation 

The Ellwood Supervisor is responsible for the decision to evacuate and its implementation.  In his absence, the 

Person-In-Charge will assume this responsibility.  The decision to evacuate is always a difficult one.  The Ellwood 

Supervisor or his alternate must weigh the dangers of remaining at/on a facility against the dangers inherent with 

evacuation procedures, particularly in the case of unanticipated events.  Each incident will require individual 

assessment and evaluation, and the use of common sense.  The Ellwood Supervisor or his alternate will determine if 

the potential of the situation is: 

• Beyond control/ cannot be stabilized/contained/returned to normal. 

• Likely to worsen or deteriorate. 

• Such that the outcome/consequences of the event is predictable/known. 

• Such that there is a current danger to health, safety and welfare of personnel and/or the public. 

• Such that the conditions for evacuation are acceptable and do not pose hazards or risk to health, safety, 

or welfare of personnel. 

The Ellwood Supervisor will always err on the side of conservatism. The decision process will take into consideration 

the following actions: 

• The safety of the facility's personnel is of primary importance and must be ensured.  All other factors are 

secondary. 

• If possible, operations should be secured.  This action may prevent or lessen the hazards to evacuating 

personnel but should not put personnel securing the facility at increased risks. 

• Non-essential personnel should be evacuated if anticipated events could result in a deterioration of 

conditions. 

In the event of a gas release containing H2S, the following describes the evacuation of personnel at the Ellwood 

onshore facilities:  
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• All non-essential personnel will evacuate  to a “Safe Briefing Area” upon notification of any gas release 

detected with H2S concentrations at or above 10 ppm. 

• Essential personnel (emergency response team members) will evacuate to a safe location as dictated by 

the Incident Commander based on the conditions of the event and the considerations described above.  

In the event of a gas release containing H2S, the following describes the evacuation of personnel at the Ellwood 

offshore facilities:  

• All non-essential personnel will evacuate to a “Safe Briefing Area” upon notification of any gas release 

detected with H2S concentration at or above 20 ppm. 

• All non-essential personnel will prepare to evacuate the platform upon notification of any gas release 

detected with an H2S concentration at or above 50 ppm. 

2.6.2.2 Determine The Method Of Evacuation  

The method of evacuation will depend on the nature and location of the emergency incident.  The Ellwood Supervisor 

may rely on existing resources at the affected facility or call for assistance from outside resources. 

 

An evacuation at Platform Holly may require the use of one or a combination of the following transport methods: 

• The life raft on the platform. 

• The Boston Whaler on the platform. 

• The crewboat under contract with Venoco. 

• Marine vessel(s) of opportunity. 

In the worst case, none of the above methods of transportation may be initially feasible and an overboard evacuation 

may be necessary.  Personnel will be required to evacuate the platform and swim to the nearest flotation device or life 

raft that is to be thrown overboard prior to evacuation.  Personnel should notify others, if possible, prior to going 

overboard.  Personnel will be instructed to hail rescue vessels when possible.      

An evacuation at Ellwood Onshore Facility, Ellwood Marine Terminal, Ellwood Pier, or Beachfront Lease may require 

one or a combination of the following transportation methods: 

• Personal and/or company vehicles. 

• Contract transportation service. 

In the worst case, personnel may be required to evacuate and proceed on foot to a "safe haven"; that is, a safe 

refuge or an area outside of the hazard zone, where they will later be picked up by company vehicles or a charter 

service.  The location of the safe haven is incident-specific and will be determined prior to evacuation by the Ellwood 

Supervisor.  Potential "safe havens" for four key wind directions, including the prevailing southwesterly winds, are 

identified in Attachment 2-1 at the end of this section. 

2.6.2.3 Sound The Alarm And Make The Announcement    

Upon making the decision to evacuate Platform Holly or Ellwood Onshore Facility, the Ellwood Supervisor or his 

alternate will sound the alarm (i.e. siren)  and announce the evacuation on the public address system.  The 
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announcement will be repeated several times, each time with the statement "This is not a drill."  The announcement 

will include information on: 

• The upset condition (e.g., there is a fire in the area of the heater treaters). 

• The location of the Safe Briefing Area (e.g., proceed to the front gate or rear gate). 

• Special precautions (e.g., do not drive a vehicle). 

Predetermined Safe Briefing Areas on the platform are the production office or conference room, provided that H2S is 

monitored inside the office/room and is determined to be less than 10 ppm.  At Ellwood Onshore Facility, the front 

gate or back gate serve as the Safe Briefing Areas.  Depending on the incident, these areas may not be safe and 

another location may need to be substituted. 

In the event of a required evacuation at Ellwood Marine Terminal, Ellwood Pier, or Beachfront Lease (these facilities 

are partially manned), the Ellwood Supervisor/Operator-In-Charge will announce the evacuation and provide the 

necessary information to personnel. 

2.6.2.4 Make The Required Notifications 

Notification procedures must be carried out to ensure that necessary resources are dispatched to assist. Notification 

procedures, including notifications required in the event of offsite consequences are described in Section 2.2 

(specifically Table 2-2E) of this plan. 

 

2.6.2.5 Secure Operations 

When necessary and if possible, all operations will be secured and shut down to prevent the deterioration of 

conditions that might endanger the safety of personnel and the public. 

2.6.2.6 Assemble And Account For Personnel 

In the event of an evacuation announcement, all personnel will proceed to the designated Safe Briefing Area.  A roll 

call/head count will be taken by the Ellwood Supervisor or his designate and the information will be relayed back to 

the Control Room/Production Office where this information will be checked against the log entries and roster of 

scheduled personnel.  If personnel are missing, the Ellwood Supervisor/Person-In-Charge or his alternate may 

organize a search and rescue mission if it can be accomplished safely and if the delay in evacuation does not 

endanger other personnel.   

2.6.2.7 Direct The Evacuation 

Once personnel are accounted for, the evacuation will proceed under the direction of the Ellwood Supervisor/Person-

In-Charge or his alternate.  The Ellwood Supervisor/Person-In-Charge or his alternate will review the evacuation plan, 

including any safety precautions, and by what means and to where they will reassemble.   

2.6.2.8 Evacuation Of Injured Personnel 

Onsite personnel who are tending to injured persons are required to ensure that those injured persons are safely 

evacuated to a shelter or assembly area.  For locations and phone numbers for area hospitals, refer to Table 2-20 of 

this plan. 

2.6.2.9 Evacuation Checklists And Procedures 
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Evacuation checklists and procedures are provided in the following tables: 

• Table 2-23 Evacuation Checklist for Ellwood Marine Terminal/Ellwood 
Pier/Beachfront Lease. 

• Table 2-24 Evacuation Checklist for Platform Holly. 

• Table 2-25 Boston Whaler/Life Raft Evacuation Procedures. 

• Table 2-26 Attending Vessel Evacuation Procedures. 

• Table 2-27 Overboard Evacuation Procedures. 

• Table 2-28 Evacuation Checklist for Ellwood Onshore Facility. 

• Table 2-29 Evacuation Checklist for the Public. 
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Table 2-23. Evacuation Checklist For Ellwood Marine Terminal / Ellwood Pier / 
Beachfront Lease. 

   
Actions To Be Taken Complete 

(Time/Initial) 
Assess situation/take command.  If barge is present, keep Captain informed of 
situation. 

 

Shut off source of supply/"ESD" if necessary.  

Determine the need for evacuation.  

Determine the method of evacuation: 
• Personal and/or company vehicles 
• On foot 

 

Inform all personnel onsite of: 
• The need to evacuate 
• The evacuation route 
• Where to assemble 
• Special precautions 

 

As soon as possible, the Ellwood Supervisor/Operator-In-Charge should  make 
the necessary initial notifications (see Table 2-2E) and mobilize outside 
resources if necessary.   

 

If offsite effects, be sure to notify as necessary Sandpiper Golf Course, Bacara 
Resort, CHP (for Highway 101), and Union Pacific RR (see Section 2.5 for 
telephone numbers). In the event of a catastrophic release, activation of the 
community siren may be warranted. 

 

Assemble and account for personnel at front or back gate.  

If person missing/down, search and/or rescue (if safe to do so). Appropriate 
PPE must be worn. 

 

Secure operations.  Eliminate all ignition sources onsite.  

Direct evacuation.  

Refer to other checklists as necessary.  
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Table 2-24.  Evacuation Checklist For Platform Holly. 
   

Actions To Be Taken Complete 
(Time/Initial) 

Assess situation/take command.    

Shut off source of supply/"ESD" if necessary.  

Determine the need for evacuation (Immediate / Staged).  

Determine the method of evacuation: 
• Life raft / Boston Whaler 
• Attending vessel (crewboat / vessel-of-opportunity) 
• Overboard evacuation 

Note: Refer to other checklists (Tables 2-25 through 2-27) for evacuation 
procedures. 

 

Sound alarm and make announcement on: 
• The nature of the incident 
• Location of the safe briefing area 
• Required PPE 
• Special precautions 

 

Make necessary notifications (see Table 2-2E). Mobilize outside resources if 
necessary. 

 

Assemble and account for personnel.  

If person missing/down, search and/or rescue (if safe to do so). Appropriate 
PPE must be worn. 

 

Secure operations.  Eliminate all ignition sources onsite.  

Direct evacuation.  

Refer to other checklists as necessary.  
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Table 2-25.  Boston Whaler / Life Raft Evacuation Procedures. 
  

Evacuation Procedures 
1. Proceed to the boat/raft with SCBA if required. 

If the area of the boat/raft monitors greater than 20 ppm H2S upon entry, an SCBA must be 
worn until the monitor indicates that the atmosphere is clear. 
All visitors and non-essential personnel should be evacuated into the boat/raft first. 
The Ellwood Supervisor/Operator-In-Charge should be the last person to evacuate and 
must ensure that the platform ESD has been activated before departure. 

2. Ensure all personnel don a personal flotation device prior to entering the boat/raft.  
3. Ensure the weight of personnel is evenly distributed in the boat/raft. 
4. The Ellwood Supervisor/Operator-In-Charge should account for all persons being 

evacuated.  If person(s) missing, the Ellwood Supervisor/Operator-In-Charge will organize 
a search if safe to do so. 

5. Once all personnel are accounted for and loaded, or the decision to launch is made, secure 
the boat and proceed with launch of boat.  Ensure portable radios are brought onboard, if 
possible. 
Steer boat/raft upwind of H2S or toxic release (if applicable) and away from the platform. 
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Table 2-26.  Attending Vessel Evacuation Procedures. 
  

Evacuation Procedures 
1. Proceed to the boat with SCBA donned (if required) when directed by Ellwood Supervisor / 

Operator-In-Charge. 
2. At boat landing, don personal flotation device. 

The Ellwood Supervisor / Operator-In-Charge will provide assistance in donning PFDs and 
ensure all personnel wear the device.  

3. All non-essential personnel should be off-loaded first. 
The Ellwood Supervisor / Operator-In-Charge should be the last person to enter the vessel 
and must ensure that the platform ESD has been activated before departure. 

4. Ensure the weight of personnel is evenly distributed in the capsule / boat. 
5. The Ellwood Supervisor/Operator-In-Charge should account for all persons on the vessel.  

If person(s) missing, the Ellwood Supervisor/Operator-In-Charge will organize a search if 
safe to do so. 

6. Once all personnel are accounted for and loaded, or the decision to launch is made, the 
Captain will be notified and advised to steer the vessel upwind of (if applicable) and away 
from the platform. 
Continue to breathe from SCBA until the atmosphere is less than 20 ppm H2S or instructed 
to do otherwise by the Ellwood Supervisor/Operator-In-Charge. 
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Table 2-27.  Overboard Evacuation Procedures. 
  

Evacuation Procedures 
1. Evacuate overboard only if there are hazards present that prevent movement to the 

capsule or boat landing once the order to evacuate has been given. 
Notify personnel in the Safe Briefing Area or others of your decision to go overboard if 
possible. 

2. Loosen shoelaces and clothing.  Get rid of excess weight. 

3. Obtain a personal flotation device or activate life raft by removing from case and throwing it 
overboard, ensuring that the inflation cord is triggered. 

4. Lower self into water using escape ropes or jump feet first after ensuring that no objects on 
the water are in your path. 

5. Swim to the nearest flotation device and move upwind (if applicable) and away from the 
platform. 

6. Attempt to hail rescue vessels when possible. 
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Table 2-28.  Evacuation Checklist For Ellwood Onshore Facility. 
   

Actions To Be Taken Complete 
(Time/Initial) 

Assess situation/take command.    

Shut off source of supply/"ESD" if necessary. If ESD, notify Platform Holly.  

Determine the need for evacuation (Immediate / Staged).  

Determine the method of evacuation: 
• Personal and/or company vehicles 
• Contract transportation service 
• On foot 

 

Sound alarm and make announcement on: 
• The nature of the incident 
• Location of safe briefing areas 
• Required PPE 
• Special precautions 

 

Make the necessary initial notifications (see Table 2-2E) and mobilize outside 
resources if necessary.   

 

If offsite effects, be sure to notify as necessary Sandpiper Golf Course, Bacara 
Resort, CHP (for Highway 101), and Union Pacific RR (see Section 2.5 for 
telephone numbers). In the event of a catastrophic release, activation of the 
community siren may be warranted.  

 

Assemble and account for personnel.  

If person missing/down, search and/or rescue (if safe to do so). Appropriate 
PPE must be worn. 

 

Secure operations.  Eliminate all ignition sources onsite.  

Direct evacuation.  

Refer to other checklists as necessary.  
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Table 2-29.  Evacuation Checklist For The Public. 
   

Actions To Be Taken Complete 
(Time/Initial) 

Make necessary notifications (see Table 2-2E). The Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff is in charge of evacuation of the public. 

 

Mobilize outside resources if necessary.  

Provide assistance as necessary to the Santa Barbara County Sheriff.  
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ATTACHMENT 2-1 

IDENTIFICATION OF SAFE HAVENS 
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VENOCO.OSCP  12/2011 
 D-1 

 

Incident Commander 

Immediate Response 

1. Report to the Command Center. 
2. Obtain information and assess magnitude of the incident. 
3. Formulate initial response plan. 
4. Activate SIRT. 
5. Schedule on-scene briefings, planning sessions, and Unified Command meetings. 
6. Ensure safety of all personnel. 
7. Keep Venoco management informed of the incident and actions taken. 
8. Maintain communications with incident observers. 
9. Ensure all appropriate agencies are notified. 
10. Meet and brief responding agency representatives. 
11. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Direct and manage overall response effort, including Command Staff and Section Chiefs. 

2. Direct with assistance from Liaison Officer, Planning and Operations Section Chiefs, report 
preparation: Incident Assessment, Incident Status Reports, Incident Action Plans, Victims 
List, and final written report on response operations. 

3. Formulate strategic decisions related to response. 

4. Meet and brief agency officials on response effort. 

5. Approve media briefings and activities of visitors (public, government, media). 

6. Approve reports to Management and serve as their representative throughout the incident. 

7. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Review and approve pre-emergency planning activities. 

2. Review response team assignments. 

3. Determine appropriate emergency authorization guidelines. 

4. Keep apprised of Clean Seas’ capabilities.  Keep apprised of available contractor 
assistance.  Develop mutual agreements as appropriate. 

5. Develop initial response team briefing agenda. 
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 D-2 

Public Information Officer 

Immediate Response 

1. Activate staff as required. 
2. Assist in contacts with government representatives. 
3. Monitor media coverage and respond appropriately with approved statements. 
4. Advise IC on external implications of activities. 
5. Serve as spokesperson as appropriate. 
6. Prepare and release regular press statements after approval by IC and Legal Advisor. 
7. Provide recommendations on communication priorities. 
8. Establish and distribute media guidelines to SIRT members. 
9. Coordinated communications with local, state, and federal representatives. 
10. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Provide assistance in obtaining agency approvals. 

2. Coordinate release of information to government representatives and the media. 

3. Provide a liaison with agency public information representatives and other government 
officials. 

4. Establish and activate a Joint Information Center. 

5. Ensure updated information is provided to the media and the public. 

6. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Develop and maintain contacts with government, community, and media representatives. 

2. Develop and maintain staffing plan. 

3. Ensure staff training. 

4. Prepare guidelines for effective public affairs program. 

5. Keep apprised of “sensitive” issues. 

6. Provide media training annually for the response team. 

7. Identify potential media centers, communication needs, and equipment requirements. 

8. Maintain media contact list, and contract for news clipping and video service. 
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 D-3 

Liaison Officer 

Immediate Response 

1. Activate staff as required. 
2. Establish and maintain contacts with government representatives and community 

organizations. 
3. Advise IC on external implications of activities. 
4. Serve as spokesperson as appropriate. 
5. Provide recommendations on communication priorities. 
6. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Coordinate visits by agency and community representatives with IC. 

2. Coordinate release of information to government representatives and the media. 

3. Provide a liaison with government officials and community representatives. 

4. Together with Legal Advisor, assist Planning Section Chief in obtaining necessary 
government approvals and permits. 

5. Coordinate Company response efforts with Regional Response Team (RRT) or any other 
committee formed by the agency representatives during the response. 

6. Manage the assignment of volunteers and arrange with Logistics to provide support 
services for volunteers, as needed. 

7. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Develop and maintain contacts with government and community representatives. 

2. Develop and maintain staffing plan. 

3. Ensure staff training. 

4. Keep apprised of “sensitive” issues. 
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 D-4 

Safety Officer 

Immediate Response 

1. Report to field location(s) and ensure adherence to all safety rules and regulations. 
2. Prepare Site Specific Safety Plan and Site Characterization. 
3. Activate Safety staff. 
4. Mobilize safety equipment. 
5. Advise the IC of any casualties/injuries and required first aid assistance. 
6. Provide safety observations to Operations Section. 
7. Set up first aid stations and provide first aid. 
8. Liaison with public safety providers. 
9. Establish a hazard safety zone and evacuate/keep out all non-essential personnel. 
10. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Prepare safety-related reports for submission to the IC. 
2. Issue Safety Bulletins/Messages to response personnel. 
3. Coordinate safety effort with agency representatives (Fire, Police, Emergency Rescue). 
4. Continuously monitor activities and report any unsafe conditions or operations to the 

Operations Section Chief. 
5. Work with Services to ensure contractor personnel have the required OSHA or special 

training. 
6. Provide fire extinguishers at prescribed locations around the hazard zone. 
7. Ensure availability and usage of appropriate PPE and safety equipment. 
8. Implement Decontamination Procedures. 
9. Command search and rescue operations, as needed. 
10. Contact medical centers/hospitals to alert them of incident and potential number of injuries. 
11. Inspect and control sanitation problems and ensure safe provision of drinking water and 

food. 
12. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Keep apprised of federal and state safety rules and regulations. 
2. Develop safety training and inspection programs. 
3. Maintain list of safety contractors and inventory for safety and PPE equipment. 
4. Develop supply and services checklist. 
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Operations Section Chief 

Immediate Response 

1. Report directly to IC. 
2. Direct all response operations. 
3. Establish Field Command Post at incident site 
4. Activate field operations staff and determine additional staffing requirements. 
5. Work with Planning on Shoreline Protection Plan. 
6. Coordinate pre-cleanup of beaches threatened by spill to minimize disposal needs. 
7. Work with Planning on Beach Cleanup Plan. 
8. Determine if non-related operations need to be shut down. 
9. Work with other Section Chiefs to determine priority of response effort, resource 

requirements,  and allocation of resources. 
10. Keep IC informed of response actions. 
11. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Coordinate response effort of Onshore and Offshore groups. 

2. Manage all containment and cleanup operations. 

3. Provide daily progress reports to IC. 

4. Ensure safety procedures are followed. 

5. Evaluate effectiveness of response operations; adjust resources as necessary. 

6. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Review and approve pre-emergency planning activities. 

2. Maintain staffing plan. 

3. Develop status reports to be provided to IC. 

4. Ensure appropriate training for staff. 

5. Keep informed of Clean Seas’ and response contractor’s capabilities and staffing. 
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Staging / Security Unit Leader 

Immediate Response 

1. Locate and establish staging areas for onshore and offshore operations. 
2. Establish layout of each staging area. 
3. Provide security for response personnel, facilities, and staging areas. 
4. Work with Services to provide the required supplies and services.  
5. Documents all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Assess need for additional sites. 

2. Work Services to ensure supplies and services as provided as requested. 

3. Establish check-in/check-out system for resources entering or leaving staging areas. 

4. Prepare in-advance a list of needed resources, including lead times. 

5. Keep Operations informed of resource status changes. 

6. Demobilize staging area(s) when requested. 

7. Evaluate security needs continually. 

8. Implement security measures as expeditiously as possible. 

9. Coordinate security measures with local law enforcement agencies. 

10. Maintain a Visitor’s Log at the Command Post. 

11. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Identify potential staging areas. 

2. Develop procedures for handling resources in staging areas. 

3. Develop Demobilization Plan. 

4. Maintain up-to date list of security services, including material and equipment needs and 
lead times. 
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Engineering Unit Leader 

Immediate Response 

1. Organize and direct damage control operations. 

2. Conduct initial investigation of the upset condition. 

3. Assess damage/impact to affected facilities and implement engineering solutions as 
necessary. 

4. Coordinate engineering activities with response operations. 

5. Work with Safety Officer to maximize safety of engineering personnel. 

6. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Ensure engineering personnel have necessary resources. 

2. Provide general technical assistance as needed. 

3. Assist response team members in determining need for technical specialists. 

4. Work with Finance to execute contracts. 

5. Work with Planning to ensure technical services comply with Company requirements. 

6. Coordinate review of solicited and unsolicited proposals for technical work. 

7. Inform Planning of “new ideas” that have technical merit or technical services that may 
improve the efficiency or effectiveness of response operations. 

8. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Maintain a list of technical services and technical specialists. 

2. Keep informed of technical developments. 

3. Plan for damage control operations. 
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Surveillance Unit Leader 

Immediate Response 

1. Report to the Operations Section Chief. 

2. Organize and direct surveillance operations in association with Venoco’s offshore response 
contractor. 

3. Provide surveillance information to Operations. 

4. Work with Logistics to obtain need resources. 

5. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Ensure personnel have necessary resources. 

2. If needed, work with U.S. Coast Guard and FAA to restrict sea and air space. 

3. Coordinate surveillance operations with Planning. 
4. Coordinate activities with surveillance by government agencies. 

5. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Maintain a list of surveillance services and resources. 

2. Keep informed of technical developments. 
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Decontamination Unit Leader 

Immediate Response 

1. Work with Safety to implement Decontamination Plan. 

2. Develop and implement Waste Management Plan, including quantifying the amount of 
liquid hydrocarbons recovered. 

3. Work with Logistics to obtain needed resources. 

4. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Ensure personnel have necessary resources. 

2. Monitor temporary storage, transportation, disposal, and recycling of wastes. 

3. Arrange for Company-approved contractors/laboratories to sample and test wastes. 
4. Arrange for Company-approved contractors to transport wastes to approved disposal sites. 

5. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Maintain a list of Company-approved waste management contractors. 

2. Keep informed of all applicable state and federal regulations concerning waste 
management. 

3. Review and update Decontamination Procedures and Waste Management and Disposal 
Plan as needed. 
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Planning Section Chief 

Immediate Response 

1. Coordinate with Operations Section Chief and IC to develop an initial Incident Response 
Plan. 

2. Contact other Section Chiefs to determine situation and support requirements. 
3. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Continue to develop and update action plans (Refer to Sections 2.3.3.6-2.3.3.10). 

2. Effectively monitor, track, and determine spill trajectory using all available applicable 
methods (Refer to Sections 2.3.3.6-2.3.3.7)  

3. Coordinate follow-up checks with other staff members to ensure all agencies and 
individuals receive required reports. 

4. Obtain approval for alternate remediation strategies (Refer to Appendix J.2 and J.3) 

5. Ensure status boards are maintained. 

6. Ensure work requests are used by response personnel. 

7. Coordinate documentation of all aspects of the response effort. 

8. Coordinate tracking of response personnel with Services Unit Leader. 

9. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Support IC pre-emergency planning activities. 

2. Research and define operations/activities that require federal, state, and/or local permits. 

3. Maintain a roster of personnel and equipment contractors that may be contacted on a 24-
hour basis to support a response. 
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Environmental Unit Leader 

Immediate Response 

1. Manage all environmental issues. 
2. Seek and obtain necessary permits and approval from appropriate government and trustee 

agencies such as California DFG, U.S. FWS, and National Marine Fisheries. 
3. Provide assistance in obtaining permits and approvals for dispersant use, in situ burning 

and/or waste disposal. 
4. If necessary, obtain permits to use certain types of equipment and vehicles in restricted 

areas. 
5. Collect initial baseline environmental information. 
6. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Work with Trustee agencies to ensure retrieval, cleaning and rehabilitation of affected 
wildlife. 

2. Monitor response plans and activities, and advise Planning Section Chief of permit 
requirements (Refer to Section 2.3.3.6-2.3.3.10). 

3. Monitor compliance with permit requirements. 

4. Assist Planning in developing mitigation measures. 

5. Collect area environmental information and continually assess damage/potential damage 
to environment (Refer to Appendix M and ACP 2006, Sections 9812, 9813, 9814). 

6. Provide liaison between Company and CA Department of Fish and Game / OSPR. 

7. Advise Operations on potential effects of operations to the environment and/or sensitive 
resources (Refer to Appendix H, I, and J). 

8. Arrange for resources from Logistics and volunteers from Liaison, as requested by Trustee 
Agencies. 

9. Arrange for consultants to document the effect of the spill on sensitive resources. 

10. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Maintain a list of environmental consultants. 

2. Research and define operations/activities that require federal, state, and/or local permits. 

3. Review Dispersant Use Plan, In Situ Burning Plan, and sensitive resource database. 

4. Keep current on wildlife cleaning and rehabilitation techniques. 
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Documentation Unit Leader 

Immediate Response 

1. Provide “real time” documentation of ongoing response. 
2. Publish and distribute frequently incident status chronology based on event logs during the 

response. 
3. Contact Section Chiefs to ensure effective and proper documentation. 
4. Ensure documentation of meetings with agency representatives. 
5. Use still photography and video to document the incident. 
6. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Ensure IC has good written records available to him at all times. 

2. Continue to publish and distribute incident status chronology. 

3. Maintain files of all correspondence, reports, data sheets, etc. 

4. Arrange for collection of news clippings and other information provided by media. 

5. Provide duplication services to personnel. 

6. Arrange for packing and storing of incident files for legal, analytical, and historical 
purposes. 

7. Coordinate all documentation and prepare Final Incident Report. 

8. Provide administrative support as needed. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Develop documentation procedures for the response team. 

2. Obtain and maintain audio recording, still photography and video equipment. 

3. Maintain a list of still photographers and video consultants. 

4. Maintain documentation supplies. 
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Status Board Unit Leader 

Immediate Response 

1. Receive information only from Command and Section Chiefs. 
2. Assist and maintain Information Center at the Incident Command Center. 
3. Maintain status boards. 
4. Post information from IIRT before transition to SIRT. 
5. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Maintain accurate and complete incident files. 

2. Ensure response team is aware of information by timely postings on status boards. 

3. Provide a liaison with agency public information representatives and other government 
officials. 

4. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Prepare and format status boards. 

2. Ensure adequate supplies. 

3. Ensure staff training. 
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Logistics Section Chief 

Immediate Response 

1. Activate logistics/services organization. 
2. Ensure safety of all responders. 
3. Coordinate establishment of Field Command Posts with Operations. 
4. Ensure delivery of response equipment, material and supplies. 
5. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Provide transportation, food and lodging services. 

2. Coordinate with Operations and Planning/Environmental to obtain beach access. 

3. Coordinate communications (radios, phones, facilities). 

4. Evaluate security needs with IC and Operations Section Chief. 

5. Maintain daily file of all equipment used and inform IC of deficiencies. 

6. Coordinate logistics of demobilization. 

7. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Review pre-emergency planning activities. 

2. Maintain staffing plan. 

3. Develop status reports to be provided to IC. 

4. Ensure staff training. 

5. Develop logistics action plan that identifies supplies and services needed and possible 
sources, including private enterprise, cooperatives, and in-house. 

6. Keep supply and services list up-to-date. 

7. Identify companies with which to maintain basic ordering agreements. 

 

 

  

PHMSA 000046406



South Ellwood Field  Appendix D 
Oil Spill Contingency Plan  Response Organization Duty Sheets 
 

VENOCO.OSCP  12/2011 
 D-15 

Communications Unit Leader 

Immediate Response 

1. Implement Communications Plan. 
2. Locate and obtain Mobile Communications Vehicle. 
3. Arrange for additional radios, telephones, facsimiles, and PCs as necessary. 
4. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Maintain an inventory of radio distribution and call signs. 

2. Track distributed communications equipment. 

3. Ensure operability of the communications network. 

4. Install and test communications equipment. 

5. Maintain and repair communications equipment. 

6. Establish and manage communications and messaging center. 

7. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Develop a Communications Plan for supplementing existing communications. 

2. Review and upgrade emergency notification system as necessary. 

3. Maintain up-to-date list of suppliers and services. 
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Services Unit Leader 

Immediate Response 

1. Manage contracted services for the response effort. 
2. Implement staffing program. 
3. Ensure equipment and materials, transportation and facilities are provided for the response 

effort. 
4. Coordinate deployment of contract manpower with Operations and Finance Section Chiefs. 
5. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Arrange for first aid, medical services and transportation for injured or ill response 
personnel. 

2. Develop distribution plan for personnel, equipment, material, and supplies. 
3. Provide food and potable water for response personnel. 
4. Provide fuel and lubricants delivery to support operations. 
5. Provide portable sanitary facilities and arrange for regular maintenance. 
6. Identify and if necessary secure services for fabrication. 
7. Implement regular inspection and maintenance of response equipment. 
8. Provide contract manpower for response and continued operations as needed. 
9. Maintain a current file of all available personnel and their location. 
10. Establish personnel recruiting office if needed. 
11. Assist in making travel and lodging arrangements. 
12. Work with Finance on payroll requirements for contract labor. 
13. Maintain records for contracted transportation services and ensure their compliance with 

transportation-related standards and regulations. 
14. Work with agencies to establish transportation routes. 
15. Ensure necessary materials and supplies are on-hand to keep equipment operational. 
16. Gather and post status information on equipment and personnel. 
17. Develop a schedule for movement and delivery of equipment, material and supplies to the 

response. 
18. Evaluate adequacy and maintenance of facilities and make modifications as needed. 
19. Ensure facilities comply with Building and Safety Codes. 
20. Work with Staging / Security Unit Leader to ensure security of facilities. 
21. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Keep up-to-date list of services needed and service providers for response operations. 
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Finance Section Chief 

Immediate Response 

1. Activate support staff. 
2. Prepare and approve contracts and expenditures for response. 
3. Advise IC of expenditures. 
4. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Coordinate activities of staff. 

2. Oversee family support protocol in the event of an injury or death to a Company employee 
or contractor. 

3. Communicate essential cost information to appropriate personnel. 

4. Provide cost forecasts for response operations to IC. 

5. Ensure Work Requests are being used by section personnel. 

6. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Maintain staffing plan, including contract labor sources. 
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Claims and Insurance Unit Leader 

Immediate Response 

1. Activate support staff. 
2. Notify other Accounting/Auditing supervisors. 
3. Establish Claims Center/Phone Number if necessary. 
4. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Coordinate activities of staff. 

2. Maintain accounting of response expenditures. 

3. Ensure Accounting and Auditing is staffed as needed. 

4. Review requests for personnel and equipment, contracts, invoices, rental agreements, etc. 

5. Communicate essential cost information to appropriate personnel. 

6. Continually audit material billings and manpower. 

7. Provide qualified claims adjusters to investigate claims of damage. 

8. Handle inquiries from insurance companies and accompany claims adjusters on tour of 
site. 

9. Work with insurers on settlements as a result of an injury or death. 

10. Work with Services to develop Procurement Plan. 

11. Develop and implement Cost Accounting Program. 

12. Review, negotiate, and process contracts. 

13. Develop and administer a cash account and payroll system. 

14. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Develop procedures to receive, review, and process damage claims. 

2. Maintain staffing plan, including contract labor sources. 

3. Develop Cost Accounting Program. 

4. Maintain list of existing contracts and basic ordering agreements. 
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Legal Advisor 

Immediate Response 

1. Activate staff and estimate additional staff required. 
2. Advise IC and Section Chiefs of legal sensitivities and required documentation that may be 

required in potential lawsuits and insurance claims. 
3. Lead investigative team to determine the cause of the incident and collect data that may be 

needed for future legal activity. 
4. Review documentation responsibilities with the response team. 
5. Review contracts as needed. 
6. Provide consultation as necessary. 
7. Coordinate legal activities. 
8. Document all actions. 

Continuing Response 

1. Review appropriateness of submitted documentation. 

2. Review claims and contracts as needed by Finance Section. 

3. Provide legal approval of all reports provided to government agencies. 

4. Coordinate legal activities. 

5. Document all actions. 

Pre-Emergency Planning 

1. Review and approve pre-emergency planning activities. 

2. Maintain staffing plan and appropriate training. 

3. Develop documentation program. 

4. Identify law firms with oil spill experience to provide assistance during an incident. 

5. Keep apprised of all applicable rules and regulations. 

6. Coordinate with Staging / Security to develop a plan for investigating/documenting the 
cause of the incident. 

7. Provide consultation as necessary. 
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K.1 SPILL RESPONSE TRAINING AND DRILLS OVERVIEW 

Venoco’s Training/Drill program has been developed to ensure facility personnel are prepared to perform 

their response duties and to be in compliance with State and Federal requirements.  Training levels have 

been developed to provide a tailor curriculum for defined levels of response capabilities, which are 

designated for each individual depending on his or her specific job description and stated response role.  This 

program is designed to train personnel so that they carry out their responsibilities and duties associated with 

immediate and sustained response to an incident. 

The training of Venoco’s response organization in the prompt and effective response to an oil spill/emergency 

incident is an integral part of the Company’s environmental, health, and safety policies.  The Company has 

developed a multi-faceted training program for the members of its response organization. The program 

consists of classroom instruction, field briefings, exercises, tabletop drills of the response team and 

equipment deployment drills involving Venoco personnel and Clean Seas’ response equipment. 

The program of spill response drills is designed to comply with the National Preparedness for Response 

Exercise Program (NPREP) and to test notification procedures, to exercise equipment, to practice response 

techniques, and to maintain a high level of readiness.  These drills also serve to determine whether the 

response plan will function as intended and where modifications need to be made.  The Venoco Safety 

Manager plans and carries out the drill programs as well as evaluates response exercises to ensure that the 

exercise met the required objectives, and that the exercise performance demonstrated the effectiveness of 

the plan. 

Key components of the training and drill programs are addressed below. 

 Members of the response organization are trained in their job positions. 

 Safety training as required by federal and state health and safety laws is provided for all persons, 

including non-permanent responders, likely to be engaged in oil spill response. 

 Drills are conducted to ensure that the plan functions in an oil spill/emergency. 

 Drill frequencies are defined in accordance with NPREP guidelines and are designed to exercise 

either individual components of the plan or the entire response plan. 

 Training and drill records (certificates, attendance records, and evaluations) are maintained for 

three years and all such documentation is made available to the regulatory agencies upon 

request.  
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K.2 TRAINING PROGRAM  

K.2.1 Operational Risk Reduction 

Training is an essential part of Venoco's operations.  Venoco instructs its employees annually in the safe and 

efficient operation and maintenance of the crude oil pipelines and associated facilities, in emergency 

response, and in awareness of all applicable laws, rules, and regulations.  All employees are provided with 

comprehensive on-the-job training covering all operating procedures (routine/abnormal) and the proper 

maintenance of equipment that will be associated with their job position.  Each employee receives formal 

training in the properties and hazards of the chemical products associated with the pipeline system as part of 

the Hazard Communication and Right-To-Know Program.  Training is also conducted at monthly safety 

meetings that may include but not be limited to discussions on pollution prevention regulations and 

procedures, internal Company policies, operations, maintenance and repair procedures, emergency 

response procedures, and accident/failure review and analyses.  

Venoco’s operations risk reduction training includes the following subjects: 

Spill Prevention and Control (Frequency: Annually).  In this program, the participant learns to identify 

potential spill sources, to properly use response equipment, to protect sensitive areas, and to determine 

the appropriate cleanup techniques for the various types of oil that may be spilled.  Boat safety and 

handling are also covered.  This training also satisfies the requirements of OPA 90 Awareness and 

Response. 

Hazard Communication (Frequency: Annually).  Right-To-Know training instructs personnel in the 

hazards of the products they handle, and how to obtain and read Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS), 

Material Safety Data Bulletins (MSDB), and container labels.  Employees are informed of the location of 

the MSDS library at the facility. 

Incipient Fire Fighting (Frequency: Annually).  Employees are given training on fixed fire extinguishing 

system(s) if installed at the facility and the operation of portable fire extinguishers.  Personnel who may 

be required to activate a fixed system are instructed on when that might be required, the safe operation of 

the equipment, and a description of how the system works.  Training also includes how to activate the 

system manually in the event automatic activation fails.  Portable extinguisher training includes an 

explanation of the classes of fire, hydrocarbon chemistry, and how to activate and discharge a dry 

chemical extinguisher. 

Personal Protective Equipment (Frequency: Annually).  Employees required to use personal protective 

equipment are trained how to wear the equipment properly and how to inspect it to determine when it 

needs to be replaced. 

Lockout/Tagout (Frequency: Annually).  Describes the lockout and tagout process and reviews the 

procedures to assist facility personnel in preventing the unexpected energization, start-up or release of 

stored energy while performing maintenance, adjustments and installation work on equipment.  Trains the 
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employee to recognize situations in which the lockout/tagout requirement applies and to correctly follow 

the lockout/tagout policy. 

Confined Spaces (Frequency: Annually).  Explains the definition of a confined space, and describes the 

potential hazards which could be encountered.  Describes how to use an atmospheric monitor.  Identifies the 

safe conditions for work in the confined space, including atmospheric monitoring, ventilation, and wearing 

required PPE. 

Hot Work (Frequency: Annually).  Explains the definition of hot work.  Provides guidance in performing 

hot work.  Instructions for generating and utilizing hot work permits are also addressed. 

Respiratory Protection (Frequency: Annually).  Provides employees respiratory protection from airborne, 

workplace contaminants when such contaminants cannot be controlled by engineering measures. 

Hydrogen Sulfide (Frequency: Annually).  Employees are informed of the possible health effects associated 

with H2S exposure, provided an understanding of safe operating procedures, and the use of PPE associated 

with H2S. 

First Aid/CPR (Frequency: Bi-Annually).  Prepare employees to handle medical emergencies until 

professional medical care arrives. 

K.2.2 Spill Response Safety Training 

OPA 90 Awareness (Frequency: Semiannually).  Response personnel are provided general information 

regarding the background and requirements of OPA 90 and the purpose of the oil spill contingency plan.  A 

review covers how the plan is organized, what information it contains, and how it should be used.  Personnel 

responsibilities under the plan emphasize notification and reporting procedures. 

OPA 90 Response (Frequency: Annually).  Response personnel are instructed in their duties regarding the 

response management system, discharge assessment, control and containment, the protection of sensitive 

areas, and material recovery and disposal.  NPREP exercises are used to provide facility personnel with 

practical training experience, and evaluations of the exercises identify response actions that can be improved 

with further training. 

Management of Major Spill Incidents (Frequency: Annually).  This program is designed to teach 

participants emergency operations for managing major oil spill responses.  It focuses on management 

aspects of spill response activities and includes training in locations, intended use, deployment strategies, 

and the operational and logistical requirements of response equipment, spill reporting procedures, oil spill 

trajectory analysis and predicting spill movement.  Based upon actual spill experiences of the petroleum 

industry, this program helps participants anticipate the situations that may arise during large spills and the 

means to handle them. 

Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response (Frequency: Annually).  Employees are trained 

to the level of HAZWOPER necessary to perform their emergency response duties. 
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 First Responder/Awareness:  Employees are trained to recognize an emergency situation, and to 

understand and implement emergency procedures. 

 First Responder/Operations:  Employees are instructed to initiate spill containment from a safe 

distance.  Training covers basic hazard and risk assessment techniques and hazmat terminology, 

how to select and use personal protective equipment, how to perform control, containment, and 

confinement operations, and how to implement basic decontamination measures. 

 HazMat Technician:  Employees receive advanced, specialized training in order to aggressively 

respond to a hazardous material spill to contain and alleviate the condition.  Training includes 

respirator training, decontamination procedures, hydrocarbon chemistry, personal protective 

equipment, and operation of air monitoring equipment. 

 HazMat Specialist:  Employees receive advanced, specialized training in order to respond to a 

hazardous material spill.  They respond with and provide support to HazMat Technicians.  In addition 

to training equal to that of the HazMat Technician, they receive specific instruction concerning the 

substances they may be called upon to contain.  Training also includes how to implement the local 

emergency response plan; awareness of the state emergency response plan; understanding the 

classification, identification and verification of known and unknown materials by using advanced 

survey instruments and equipment, chemical, radiological, and toxicological terminology, and in-

depth hazard and risk techniques; and ability to select and use proper specialized chemical personal 

protective equipment, to perform specialized control, containment, and/or confinement operations, to 

determine and implement decontamination procedures, and to develop a site safety and control plan.  

 Incident Commander:  Trained to assume control of an incident.  Includes Venoco’s incident 

command system, how to implement the facility's response plan, the associated risks of employees 

working in chemical protective clothing, decontamination procedures, how to implement the local 

emergency response plan, and knowledge of the state emergency response plan and of the Federal 

Regional Response Team. 

First Aid and CPR Training (Frequency: Biennially).  Courses in first aid or cardio-pulmonary resuscitation.  

Initial training course is followed up with an annual refresher for both first aid and CPR. 

Hazardous Materials Transportation (Frequency: Annually).  Training is provided to "HAZMAT Employees" 

who perform hazardous materials transportation activities.  Training includes general awareness and 

familiarization of the DOT regulations, function-specific training applicable to the job duties the employee 

performs, and general safety training to address emergency response information, personal protection, and 

methods and procedures for avoiding accidents. 

Specialized training, when applicable, is provided to employees on hearing conservation, forklifts, safety 

permitting, and other topics as new regulations develop.  Any new employee who could engage in spill or 
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leak response is given appropriate training and orientation, as well as on-the-job supervision until the new 

employee can demonstrate competency to the satisfaction of his/her supervisor.   

Table K-1.  Training Program Matrix. 

         

 

Position 

Training 

Hazwoper CPR/ 
First 
Aid 

ICS OPA 90 
Awareness 

OPA 90 
Response 

Oil Spill 
Prevention 
& Control 

Manage-
ment of a 
Spill 

Hazard 
Communi-
cations 

Qualified 
Individual •  • • • • • • 
Incident 
Commander •  • • • • • • 
Safety  
Officer • • • • •   • 
Legal  
Advisor   • •     
Planning 
Section Chief •  • •     
Operations 
Section Chief •  • • •   • 
Logistics 
Section Chief •  • •     
Finance  
Section Chief   • •     

 

K.2.3 HAZWOPER Compliance 

If a clean-up operation is required and third party personnel are needed, Venoco will use fully qualified 

response contractors/cooperatives to perform the work.  If contractors/co-ops sub-contract to labor pools, 

documentation as to the training of casual laborers will be required.  At the time clean-up operations are 

initiated, documentation from the contractor/co-op regarding the HAZWOPER qualification of their personnel 

will be obtained.  Each contractor must provide a letter to the facility annually, which states that their 

personnel are properly trained. Prior to entry to the affected site, Venoco personnel review the following 

information with contractor management, casual laborers or volunteers: 

Hazard Communication: 

 Material adverse health characteristics. 

 Material reactivity characteristics. 

 Material flammability, explosivity characteristics. 

 General site characteristics. 

 Potential worksite personal safety hazards. 

 Location of first aid assistance. 

 Decontamination facility, if required. 
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Personal Protective Equipment: 

 PPE requirements as identified by the material being handled and the activities being performed. 

 Location where they will be working. 

 Work they will perform. 

 Lines of authority. 

K.2.4 Response Team Training 

Response personnel participate in the Facility Response Training Program discussed in Section K.2.2.  The 

Immediate Response Team works with Clean Seas in semi-annual field exercises to develop and maintain a 

high level of response preparedness.  A field briefing occurs prior to each exercise to review: 

 Venoco’s response teams. 

 The roles and responsibilities of the members of the onsite response personnel. 

 Immediate response procedures. 

 Internal and external notification requirements and procedures. 

 Clean Seas’ response equipment and response strategies. 

 Health and safety considerations. 

The response training program ensures that: 

 All Venoco response personnel know: 

 -  Their responsibilities under the plan; 

 -  The name and address of, and the procedures for contacting Venoco on a 24-hour basis; and 

 -  The name of and procedures for contacting the Qualified Individual on a 24-hour basis. 

 Reporting personnel know: 

 -  The content of the Fact Sheet; 

 -  The toll-free telephone number of NRC and CA OES; and 

 -  The notification process. 

 Persons engaged in response activities know: 

-  The characteristics and hazards of the oil discharged;  

-  The conditions that are likely to worsen in emergencies, including the consequences of facility 
malfunctions/failures, and the appropriate corrective actions; 

-  The steps necessary to control any accidental discharge of oil and to minimize the potential for 
fire, explosion, toxicity, or environmental damage; and 

-  The proper fire fighting procedures and the use of fire and safety equipment. 

K.2.5 Use and Training of Volunteers and Temporary Help 

All persons, including casual laborers and volunteers, who respond to oil spills in any capacity, as 

deemed appropriate by the FOSC, must receive training in compliance with 29 CFR 1910, Subpart L and 
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29 CFR 1910.12(q).  Venoco will not use volunteers in a response but rather refer any volunteers to the 

State Agency Coordinator through the State Incident Commander (OSPR).  Volunteers may be used as 

deemed appropriate by the State Agency Coordinator (Section 8574.3 of the Government Code).  It 

should be noted that volunteer workers are recognized as employees of the State during oil spill cleanup 

operations and are covered by Worker’s Compensation benefits under Section 3350 et seq. of the Labor 

Code. 

K.3 DRILLS 

K.3.1 NPREP 

Venoco will conduct drills to further improve response personnel preparedness.  The drill exercise program is 

developed in accordance with the comprehensive National Preparedness for Response Exercise Program 

(NPREP) document that represents a cooperative effort on the part of federal agencies, state, and industry to 

develop a consistent set of exercise guidelines which conform to OPA 90.  The drills will be designed to test 

all components of the facilities.  Table K-2 depicts the minimum triennial cycle of exercises at the facility, 

according to NPREP guidelines. 
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Table K-2.  NPREP Response Exercise Program. 

   

NPREP Exercises 

Total 
Number 

Frequency Exercise Type/Description 

4 Quarterly QI Notification Exercise 

Scope: Exercise communication between facility personnel and the QI(s) and/or the 
designated alternate(s).  At least once a year, one of the notification 
exercises should be conducted during non-business hours. 

Objective: Contact must be made with a QI or designated alternate, as identified in the 
plan. 

General: All personnel receiving notification shall respond to the notification and verify 
the receipt of the notification.  Personnel who do not respond should be 
contacted to determine whether or not they received the notification. 

2 Semiannual Equipment Deployment Exercise (Clean Seas) 

Scope: Deploy and operate facility equipment identified in the response plan.  This 
equipment would be either (1) minimum amount for deployment or (2) the 
equipment necessary to respond to an average most probable spill, 
whichever is less. 

Objective: Demonstrate ability of CS to deploy and operate equipment. 
General: The facility may take credit for equipment deployed in an actual spill or 

training as long as activities are properly documented. 

1 Annual Spill Management / Command Post Team Tabletop Exercise 

Scope: Exercise the spill management team’s organization, communication, and 
decision-making in managing a spill response.  Each team identified in the 
plan (i.e., if different teams for different size spills) is required to conduct an 
annual tabletop exercise. 

Objective: Exercise the response team in a review of:  knowledge of the plan, proper 
notifications, communication systems, ability to access an OSRO, 
coordination of internal spill response personnel, team transitions. 

General: A minimum of one tabletop exercise in a triennial cycle will involve simulation 
of the worst case discharge scenario. 

1 Annual Unannounced Exercise:  this exercise may take the place of a required tabletop or an 
equipment deployment exercise. 
 

1 Annual Equipment Deployment Exercise (with OSRO equipment) 

Scope: Deploy and operate facility equipment identified in the response plan.  This 
equipment would be minimum amount for deployment. 

Objective: Demonstrate ability of personnel to deploy and operate equipment. 
General: The facility may take credit for equipment deployed in an actual spill or 

training as long as activities are properly documented. 

1 (max.) Once every 
3 years 

Government-Initiated Unannounced Exercise:  an unannounced drill may be called at 
any time.  With satisfactory performance during the drill, another unannounced drill will not 
be called within 36 months. 
Scope: Exercise would involve response to average most probable discharge and 

equipment deployment. 
Objective: Conduct proper notifications and demonstrate that the response is: timely, 

conducted with adequate amount of equipment and properly conducted. 
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Table K-2.  NPREP Response Exercise Program. 

   

NPREP Exercises 

Total 
Number 

Frequency Exercise Type/Description 

General: The facility may take credit for an actual spill as long as activities are properly 
documented 

Note: Venoco  is a member of Clean Seas (CS).  CS’ drill and exercise program assures that shoreline protection 
strategies for all potentially impacted sensitive areas identified in the plan are exercised.   

 Each component of the plan must be exercised at least once in the triennial cycle. 

 

K.3.2 Evaluation And Credit 

To receive appropriate evaluation and credit for drills and exercises, the criteria described in Section 

820.01 of the California Oil Spill Contingency Plans Regulations must be followed.  Section 820.01 is 

provided below in their entirety. 

Note that the regulations also allow credit for actual spills, exercises conducted elsewhere by the 

management team, other exercises conducted by the Company's resources (e.g., OSROs), etc. provided 

that the necessary criteria are met. 

820.01 Drills and Exercises - Evaluation and Credit 

(a) Exercises shall be designed to exercise either individual components of the plan, as described in 

820.01(c), or the entire response plan.  Such exercises, individually or in combination, shall ensure 

that the entire plan is exercised at least once every three years.  Any number of components may be 

tested during the exercises required by Sections 817.02(k)(1), 817.03(k)(1), 818.02(l)(1) and 

818.03(l)(1). 

(b) To receive credit from OSPR for an exercise, the following notification requirements must be met: 

(1) The owner/operator shall invite the Administrator to participate in both the equipment deployment 

exercises and the management team tabletop exercises and shall submit written notification 

including, but not limited to, the following information: company name, address, marine 

facility/vessel name, OSPR contingency plan number, point of contact, phone/FAX number, type 

of exercise, date, time and location of exercise, sensitive sites being tested, exercise scenario 

description, objectives to be tested, and other participants in the drill. The owner/operator may 

use the OSPR Exercise Notification Form (FG OSPR 1964, 3/10/97) or a document that includes 

the same information as the Notification Form, for this purpose. 

(2) The Administrator shall be given the following advance notice: 
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EXERCISE TYPE  MINIMUM NOTIFICATION REQUIRED 

Tabletop Exercise, In-State  30 days 

Tabletop Exercise, Out-of-State  90 days 

Equipment Deployment Exercise  30 days 

Full Scale Combination Exercise  60 days 

Area Exercise  120 days 

Internal Unannounced Exercise  30 days 

(c) The Administrator shall determine if the elements of the plan were adequately tested by the exercise 

scenario and the response of the participants.  The Administrator shall give credit for all exercise 

objectives successfully met during the exercise.  Objectives not successfully met during the exercise 

will not receive credit and must be exercised again within the three year cycle.  Exercise objectives 

shall include, but not be limited to, the following (as set forth in Appendix B of the PREP guidelines): 

(1) Notifications: Test the notification procedures identified in the contingency plan; 

(2) Staff mobilization: Demonstrate the ability to assemble the spill response organization identified in 

the contingency plan; 

(3) Unified Command: Demonstrate the ability of the spill response organization to form or interface 

with a Unified Command; 

(4) Discharge Control: Demonstrate the ability of the spill response organization to control and stop 

the discharge at the source; 

(5) Assessment: Demonstrate the ability of the spill response organization to provide an initial 

assessment of the discharge and provide continuing assessments of the effectiveness of the 

tactical operations; 

(6) Containment: Demonstrate the ability of the spill response organization to contain the discharge at 

the source or in various locations for recovery operations; 

(7) Recovery: Demonstrate the ability of the spill response organization to recover the discharged 

product; 

(8) Protection: Demonstrate the ability of the spill response organization to protect the 

environmentally and economically sensitive areas identified in the approved Area Contingency 

Plans; 

(9) Waste Management: Demonstrate the ability of the spill response organization to properly 

manage the recovered product and to develop a waste management plan for approval by the 

Unified Command.  The plan will include appropriate procedures for obtaining permits and/or 

waivers, waste characterization, waste minimization, volumetric determination, and overall waste 

management and final disposition, as appropriate; 

(10) Communications: Demonstrate the ability to establish an effective communications system for 

the response organization; 
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(11) Transportation: Demonstrate the ability to provide effective multi-mode transportation both for 

execution of the discharge and support functions; 

(12) Personnel Support: Demonstrate the ability to provide the necessary support of all personnel 

associated with the response; 

(13) Equipment Maintenance and Support: Demonstrate the ability to maintain and support all 

equipment associated with the response; 

(14) Procurement: Demonstrate the ability to establish an effective procurement system; 

(15) Documentation: Demonstrate the ability of the spill response organization to document all 

operational and support aspects of the response and provide detailed records of decisions and 

actions taken.  These documents shall be provided to the Administrator upon request. 

(d) The owner/operator shall provide the following documentation in order to receive credit from OSPR for 

any exercise conducted: 

(1) The contingency plan number; 

(2) A list of all other participants and their roles, including contingency plan numbers if applicable; 

(3) The objectives tested, as listed in (c) above; 

(4) The ACP-listed environmentally sensitive site protection response strategies tested; 

(5) Copies of documents created for the drill or exercise (such as the site safety plan and the incident 

action plan, if written); 

(6) A list of the other regulatory agencies attending the drill or exercise, if any; and, 

(7) An exercise evaluation or post-spill critique. 

(8) For all exercises: 

(A) Information to demonstrate whether the identified objectives as listed in subsection (c) above, 

have been met.  The Evaluator Work Sheet (FG OSPR 1963, 2/9/98) or a form that includes 

the same information may be used to gather this information; 

(B) Information of concern to the local Area Planning Committee including, but not limited to, the 

following: objectives tested, observations and description of successful positive action or 

statement of problem, and any recommendations for suggested action or improvement to 

Area Contingency Plans, marine facilities and vessel plans, response contractors, federal 

agencies, state agencies, local agencies, training or exercise programs.  The USCG/OSPR 

Lessons Learned Reporting Form (ACP LL Rev. 2/98), or a form that includes the same 

information, may be used to gather this information. 

(9) For all tabletop exercises: 

(A) information including, but not limited to, the following: date of exercise, exercise or actual 

response; location; time started/time completed; the response plan scenario used; size of 

spill; evaluation of the spill management team's knowledge of the oil spill response plan; 

determination of proper notifications; evaluation of the communications system; ability to 

access contracted oil spill removal organizations; ability to coordinate spill response with On-
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Scene Coordinator, state and applicable agencies; and ability to access sensitive site and 

resource information in the Area Contingency Plan if referenced.  The Spill Management 

Team/Tabletop Exercise Report (FG OSPR 1966, 5/7/97) or a form that includes the same in 

formation may be used to gather this information. 

(10) For all equipment deployment exercises:  

(A) information including, but not limited to, the following: date; identity of marine facility/vessel; 

locations); time started/completed; equipment ownership; a list of type and amount of all 

equipment deployed and number of support personnel employed; description of the exercise 

goals and a list of any Area Contingency Plan strategies tested, with a sketch of equipment 

deployments and booming strategies; if marine facility-owned equipment, was at least the 

amount of equipment deployed necessary to respond to the average most probable spill; was 

equipment deployed in its intended operating environment; was a representative sample of 

OSRO-owned equipment deployed; was the OSRO-owned equipment deployed in its 

intended operating environment; description of the marine facility's comprehensive training 

and equipment maintenance programs; did personnel responsible for equipment deployment 

actually deploy the equipment; and was deployed equipment operational.  The Equipment 

Deployment Evaluation Form (FG OSPR 1965, 2/20/97), or a form that includes the same 

information, may be used to gather this information. 

(e) The Administrator shall issue a report within 90 days to the owner/operator for any exercise attended 

by OSPR personnel, which evaluates the adequacy of the exercise scenario to test elements of the 

plan and its implementation, and the response of the participants.  Any inadequacies noted in the 

Administrator's report must be addressed in writing by the owner/operator within 60 days of the 

receipt of the Administrator's report.  The owner/operator's response shall outline remedies to the 

noted inadequacies including, but not limited to, any necessary changes to the plan, any changes in 

contracted or owned response resources, changes in or additions to training, and/or the need for 

additional drills or exercises.  The owner/operator's response shall include a schedule for 

implementing the remedies. 

(f) Protective Response Strategies for Environmentally Sensitive Sites 

(1) Owner/operators are required to exercise protective response strategies for all ACP-listed 

environmentally sensitive sites within the area identified as impacted in their Off-

site/Environmental Consequence Analysis for their reasonable worst case spill.  Owner/operators 

are required to submit a schedule, with in 60 days of the effective date of this subchapter, for 

exercising the protective response strategies.  Owner/operators are required to demonstrate to 

the Administrator that these areas have been tested, either with owner/operator owned 

equipment or through an OSRO under contract with the owner/operator. 

(A) Each schedule shall be approved or denied within 180 days after receipt by the Administrator. 
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(B) The Administrator shall determine whether each schedule adequately assures that the 

shoreline protection strategies for all environmentally sensitive sites identified as potentially 

impacted will be exercise.  If it is determined that a schedule is inadequate, it will be returned 

to the submitter with a written explanation of deficiencies and, if practicable, suggested 

modifications or alternatives. 

(C) Upon notification of a schedule's deficiencies, the submitter will have 90 days to submit a new 

or modified schedule.  Such a re-submittal shall be treated as a new submittal and processed 

according to the provisions of this section. 

(2) The Administrator may approve an overall schedule to exercise the protection strategies for an 

entire ACP area.  Such a schedule may be submitted by the owner/operator or by an OSRO, 

individually or in some combination thereof, which covers the sensitive sites of the entire ACP 

area, or the sensitive sites identified in the owner/operator's off-site/environmental consequence 

analysis.  A schedule to exercise the shoreline protection strategies for an entire ACP area may 

be approved by the Administrator, even if the exercises are not able to be completed in the 

triennial cycle.  If the deployment of the shoreline protection strategy is not possible at a site due 

to statutory, regulatory, or health and safety reasons, the owner/operator must identify these 

sites, describe the reasons the strategies are not deployable in an exercise situation and what 

measures will be taken to assure the shoreline protection strategy for the site will function in an 

emergency.  The owner/operator may proposed representative sites, in lieu of the sensitive sites 

in a given area, as long as the Administrator is assured that all sensitive sites for that area are 

able to be protected. 

(g) The Administrator may call a drill or exercise, or conduct an inspection, to validate all or part of a 

contingency plan.  This drill, exercise, or inspection may be announced or unannounced. 

(h) Substitution 

(1) In-State Exercises 

In substitution for the exercises required by Subsections 817.02(k)(1)(A) through (C), 817.02(k)(1)(B) 

and (C), 818.02(l)(1)(C) and (D), and 818.03(l)(1)(B), the Administrator may accept an exercise 

conducted by the marine facility or vessel, and called by an agency other than the OSPR, if all of the 

following conditions are met: 

(A) The exercise tests one or more of the following: the marine facility or vessel's spill 

management team and spill response organization; deployment of the facility or vessel's 

response equipment; or deployment of other response resources identified in the contingency 

plan; and 

(B) The exercise is conducted with the U.S. Coast Guard, or another local, state or federal 

agency and the OSPR has been invited with the minimum notification required in Section 

820.01(b)(2); and, 

PHMSA 000046523



South Ellwood Field Appendix K 
Oil Spill Contingency Plan Training and Drills 

 

VENOCO.OSCP 12/2011 
K-14 

(C) The owner/operator has received prior approval for the exercise substitution from the 

Administrator, and, 

(D) The Administrator finds the exercise objectives and evaluation criteria equal to or exceeding 

those of the OSPR. 

(2) Out-of-State Exercises 

In substitution for the spill management team tabletop exercises, the Administrator may accept an 

exercise conducted by the vessel owner/operator outside of the State of California if the following 

conditions are met: 

(A) The OSPR has been invited with the minimum notification required in Section 820.01(b)(2); 

and, 

(B) The owner/operator has received prior approval for the exercise substitution from the 

Administrator; and, 

(C) The Administrator finds the exercise objectives and evaluation criteria equal to or exceeding 

those of the OSPR. 

(D) The only exercise that can be substituted under this provision is an exercise of the spill 

management team and a response management organization that is separate from the 

vessel operation itself. 

(i) OSRO Exercises 

An exercise of an OSRO's services may fulfill the equipment deployment exercise requirement of 

Section 817.02(k)(3) for any marine facility, or Section 818.02(l)(1)(D) for any vessel, that utilizes the 

OSRO's plan to fulfill the response requirements of the facility's or vessel's own plan.  These 

exercises will not fulfill the semi-annual equipment deployment exercise requirement of marine 

facility-owned equipment pursuant to Section 817.02(k)(1)(B). 

(j) Unannounced Exercises 

An unannounced exercise may be used to satisfy the exercise requirements of this subsection under 

the following conditions: 

(1) The owner/operator shall submit a written request to the administrator within 90 days after the 

unannounced exercise is conducted asking that the exercise be considered in substitution for one 

or more of the required exercises, and; 

(2) the exercise tests one or more of the following: 1) the marine facility's or vessel's spill 

management team and spill response organization, 2) deployment of the facility's or vessel's 

response equipment, or 3) deployment of other response resources identified in the facility's or 

vessel's plan; and; 

(3) for Internal Unannounced Exercises, the owner/operator shall comply with all requirements of 

Subsections 820.01(b) through (e); or 

(4) for External Unannounced Exercises, the owner/operator shall comply with all the requirements of 

Subsections 820.01(c) through (e). 
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(k) Actual Spill 

(1) Actions taken in response to an actual spill may be considered for exercise credit upon request of 

the owner/operator if all of the following conditions are met: 

(A) The OSPR receives the documentation, as appropriate, outlined in Section 820.01(d); and, 

(B) The OSPR receives documentation of State OES oil spill notification, and the owner/operator 

provides all the information required on the OSPR Notification Form (FG OSPR Form 1964); 

and, 

(C) Activation of the spill management team is successfully accomplished; and, 

(D) OSPR or another regulatory agency responds to the spill.  A written response/evaluation by 

the owner/operator may be accepted by OSPR in lieu of an agency report if an agency report 

is not prepared; and, 

(E) the response was carried out in accordance with an approved contingency plan, the 

appropriate Area Contingency Plan, and/or in accordance with the directions of the 

Administrator or Federal On-Scene Coordinator; and 

(F) The OSPR receives a report from the Responsible Party as to cause of the spill, and 

procedures or other measures adopted to prevent a similar reoccurrence. 

K.4 RECORDKEEPING 

K.4.1 Training Records 

Venoco will maintain records sufficient to document training of its spill response team members.  Venoco will 

maintain records documenting training of the response personnel for as long as they have assigned duties in 

the response plan.  These records will be available for inspection upon request by Venoco management 

personnel, its Qualified Individual, and government agencies. 

K.4.2 Drill Records 

Records to document drills of its oil spill response organization and response resources identified in this plan 

are maintained for five years.  All records will be made available for inspection upon request by the 

government agencies. 
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R.1 RESPONSE ZONE APPENDIX 

R.1.1 Introduction 

This Response Zone Appendix has been prepared for Venoco’s Department of Transportation 

(DOT)-regulated pipeline (reference OPS Sequence Number 1279).  A 8.5-mile-long, 6-inch 

O.D., pipeline (known as Line 96 Pipeline) runs from the Ellwood Onshore Facility to Plains 

Pipeline, L.P. (PPLP) pipeline connection in Santa Barbara County.  The pipeline is owned by 

Ellwood Pipeline, Inc.  (EPI) and is operated by Venoco, Inc. 

This appendix has been prepared to comply with the DOT Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety 

Administration (PHMSA), 49 CFR Part 194, Response Plans for Onshore Pipelines.  The core 

plan of the PHMSA appendix is the Oil Spill Contingency Plan. 

R.1.2 Information Summary 

R.1.2.1 Operator Information 

Name of Operator: Venoco, Inc. 
  
Name of Facility: Line 96 Pipeline 
  
Address of Operator: 6267 Carpinteria Ave. 

Carpinteria, CA 93013 
  
Phone Numbers: (805) 745-2100 
  
Facility Location: Line 96 Pipeline runs from Ellwood Onshore 

Facility to the Plains Pipeline, L. P. pipeline  
connection.  The pipeline runs in a northerly 
direction under the US 101 freeway and then 
turns west and parallels the US 101 freeway 
until reaching the PPLP pipeline connection. 

  
Facility Business Address: 6267 Carpinteria Ave. 

Carpinteria, CA 93013 
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R.1.2.2 Qualified Individual (Available on a 24-hr Basis) 

The Qualified Individual (QI)/Designated Alternate is responsible for the implementation of the Oil 

Spill Contingency Plan.  The QI “on duty” will immediately notify the State Incident Commander of 

this transfer of responsibilities and authorities.  Names and telephone numbers of the Qualified 

Individual and Designated Alternate for the IIRT and SIRT are provided in Section 1.1 and 

Section 2.5. 

The QI and Designated Alternate are English-speaking representatives, located in the United 

States, available on a 24-hour basis, and capable of arriving at the facility in a reasonable period 

of time, but not later than 12 hours.  They have knowledge and training or experience to 

demonstrate competence in: 

 Applicable Federal OSHA standards for emergency operations and California OSHA 

standards for emergency response operations. 

 How to implement the Oil Spill Contingency Plan. 

 Their responsibilities and authority. 

 Requirement of the National Contingency Plan and the Area Contingency Plan, as 

required by OPA 90. 

 Spill prevention and response provisions and procedures of this plan. 

 Resources committed or that could potentially be committed during an incident. 

 Procedures for obtaining and obligating funds for response activities and persons 

(external and internal) to contact who would expedite such actions. 

 Ability to assess the need for additional resources and to make appropriate calls and 

contractual arrangements. 

 Ability to act as a liaison between the facility and the State Incident Commander and 

the Federal On-Scene Coordinator. 

Responsibilities and authority of the QI/Designated Alternate include: 

 Implement the OSCP for the South Ellwood Field, and EPI – Line 96 Pipeline. 

 Ensure internal and external notifications are made. 

 Assume role of IC of the response team. 

 Initiate communication with the FOSC and State IC.  Continue to act as liaison with 

federal, state, and local officials. 

 Obligate either directly or through prearranged contracts any funds/monies required 

to carry out all necessary or directed response activities. 

 Develop strategic objectives and direct overall response operations. 

 Approve all response plans for the company and the ordering/release of resources. 
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 Assess the possible hazards to human health and environment due to the release. 

 Assess and implement prompt removal actions to contain and remove the substance 

released. 

 Coordinate rescue and response actions. 

 Review and approve of press releases. 

R.1.2.3 Response Zone Description 

The EPI – Line 96 Pipeline is located in one response zone. The pipeline is an 8.5-mile-long, 6-

inch-diamter, oil pipeline which runs from the Ellwood Onshore Facility to the  Plains Pipeline L.P. 

(PPLP) connection in Santa Barbara County, California (see Figure R-1). The pipeline has a total 

capacity of approximately 1,146 barrels of Group 3 crude oil and a maximum pumping rate of 271 

barrels per hour. 

R.1.2.4 Line Sections  

Figure R-2 shows the line sections by mileposts (MP 1 through MP 3) of the Line 96 Pipeline. 

Detailed pipeline drawings are provided in Appendix A, Figures A-15 and A-23.  

R.1.2.5 Basis for Determination of Significant and Substantial Harm 

The EPI – Line 96 Pipeline is considered to be capable of causing significant and substantial 

harm to the environment because of its proximity to navigable waters and adjoining shorelines 

designated as environmentally sensitive habitat by the ACP.  A statement of potential for 

significant and substantial harm should a worst case discharge occur is provided in Section 1.4. 

R.1.2.6 Type of Oil and Worst Case Discharge Volume 

Within the response zone, the  

 This is based on the elevation profile (See App A, Figure A-16) of the pipeline and 

location of the block valves and check valves. The Line 96 Pipeline transports only Group 3 crude 

oil.  
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R.1.2.7 Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) 

The MSDS for Line 96 pipeline crude oil is provided in Appendix E of the OSCP. 

R.1.2.8 Location of Sensitive Resources 

Sensitive resources within an approximate 30-mile radius extend along the coast from Point 

Conception in the north to Mugu Lagoon in the south and to the Channel Islands offshore.  Refer 

to Appendix M for a detailed discussion of sensitive resources. 

R.1.2.9 Certification of Response Resources 

Venoco, by contract to EPI, has identified personnel and equipment within its own organization 

and is a member of a private offshore oil spill response organization, Clean Seas (see Appendix 

G), which will provide resources to respond to a worst case discharge or a substantial threat of 

such a discharge.  Venoco has also contracted with NRC Environmental Services for onshore 

spill response and cleanup resources. If necessary, Venoco intends to utilize the California Oiled 

Wildlife Care Network for wildlife rehabilitation. 

R.1.3 Notification Procedures 

Venoco has in place a set of well-defined internal and external notification procedures that 

address notification of the Company’s response organization, including its response teams, 

qualified individual, and response contractors, regulatory agencies, and affected property owners 

(see Section 2.2 of the OSCP for South Ellwood Field).  The primary and secondary 

communication methods by which initial and follow-up notifications can be made are detailed in 

the Communications Plan (Appendix L of the OSCP for South Ellwood Field). 

R.1.4 Spill Detection and Spill Mitigation Procedures 

 

 

 

 Pipeline markers are installed 

on the line and Venoco is a member of  Underground Service Alert.  Information on initial spill 

detection and response procedures, response personnel and equipment are provided in the 

OSCP for South Ellwood Field as follows: 

 Section 2:  Emergency Action Plan. 
 Appendix D:  Response Organization Duty Sheets. 
 Appendix F:  Equipment Lists. 
 Appendix L:  Communications Plan. 
 Appendix N:  Waste Management Plan. 
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R.1.5 Response Activities 

The responsibilities and actions of Venoco’s operations personnel prior to arrival of the Qualified 

Individual will be under the direction of the Facility Supervisor or Operator-In-Charge.  Priority will 

be directed initially towards ensuring the safety of personnel and the public and controlling the 

source. 

As described in Section 2.2, the Facility Supervisor will initiate the notification process.  The 

Venoco SIRT IC (Qualified Individual), with assistance from the Liaison Officer or designee, will 

conduct the notifications listed in Table 2-2E of this plan. Responsibilities and authorities of the 

Qualified Individual/Designated Alternate are provided in Section R.1.2.2. 

Venoco has identified oil spill response resources (personnel and equipment) sufficient to 

respond to a worst case discharge.  Tier 1 resources can be available within 12 hours and Tier 2 

resources can be available within 36 hours.  These resources are capable of sustaining a 

response for the first seven days of the response as required by 49 CFR Part 194, Appendix A, 

Section 4.0.  These resources are described in R.3 and Appendices F and G of the OSCP for 

South Ellwood Field. 

R.1.6 List of Contacts 

Persons and agencies to be notified, including the Qualified Individual and response contractors, 

are listed in Section 2.2 of the OSCP for South Ellwood Field.  Additional contacts are provided in 

Section 2.5. 

R.1.7 Training Procedures 

Venoco has a training program to train and educate it’s Company personnel who are assigned to 

immediate response, the Initial Incident Response Team and Sustained Incident Response Team 

(SIRT).  Training levels have been developed to provide a tailored curriculum for defined levels of 

response capabilities, which are designated for each individual depending on his/her specific job 

description.  Training procedures and programs are described in detail in Appendix K of the 

OSCP for South Ellwood Field. 

Venoco’s response training program will ensure: 

1. All Company personnel know: 

 Their responsibility under this plan. 

 The name and address of, and the procedures for contacting Company 

personnel on a 24-hour basis. 

2. Reporting personnel know: 

 The content of the Information Summary (Appendix R.1.2). 

 The toll-free telephone number of the National Response Center (NRC). 
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 The notification process. 

3. Persons engaged in response activities know: 

 The characteristics and hazards of the discharge. 

 The conditions that are likely to worsen emergencies, including the 

consequences of facility malfunctions or failures, and the appropriate corrective 

actions. 

 The steps necessary to control any accidental discharge and to minimize the 

potential for fire, explosion, toxicity, or environmental damage. 

 The proper fire fighting procedures and use of equipment, fire suits, and 

breathing apparatus, as appropriate. 

The accountability for training and exercising spill resources lies with the Safety Manager. 

R.1.8 Drill Procedures 

Drill procedures and programs are provided in Appendix K of the OSCP for South Ellwood Field. 

R.1.9 Plan Review and Update 

The Plan will be reviewed every five years and be resubmitted to PHMSA for approval before five 

years from the last plan approval date.  Modifications to the plan will be performed within 30 days 

of a change and will be submitted to PHMSA for approval.  Changes addressed will include: 

 An extension of an existing or construction of a new pipeline. 

 Relocation or replacement of a pipeline that affects plan information (including worst 

case discharge volumes). 

 The type of oil transported if its affects the required response resources. 

 The name of the oil spill removal organization. 

 Emergency response procedures. 

 The Qualified Individual/Designated Alternate. 

 A change in ownership. 

 A change in the NCP or ACP that has significant impact on the equipment 

appropriate to response activities. 

 Any other information relating to circumstances that may affect full implementation of 

the plan. 

Venoco management will conduct a review of the plan after a spill to evaluate the effectiveness of 

the plan and need for revision.  Following an incident, key members of the response organization 

will evaluate the effectiveness and efficiency of a response.  The OSCP will be revised as 
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needed.  Upon management approval, results of the review will be forwarded to PHMSA within 90 

days following completion of response and cleanup activities. 
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R.3 PLANNING VOLUMES AND RESPONSE RESOURCES 

Table R-1.  Planning Volumes & Resources Required For PHMSA Worst Case Discharge. 
 

Factors Values 

Worst Case Discharge Volume of Oil  
Type of Petroleum Handled Group III 
Facility-Specific Operating Area Nearshore 
Emulsification Factor (EF) 2.0 
Percent Recovered Floating Oil 50 
Percent Oil Onshore 50 
Percent Lost To Natural Dissipation 30 
Mobilization Factors (MFs) .15 (Tier 1); .25 (Tier 2); .40 (Tier 3) 
Planning Volumes For On-Water Recovery (OWP) 

(Worst Case Discharge)(Percent Recovered Floating Oil)(Emulsification Factor) 
( l 
Planning Volume For Onshore Recovery 

(Worst Case Discharge)(Percent Oil Onshore)(Emulsification Factor) 
(  
Necessary Resources For On-Water Recovery 

 Tier 1 (.15) Tier 2 (.25) Tier 3 (.40) 
bbl/day    
Conclusions: 
 
Venoco has contracted with response resources capable of handling a l shoreline 
cleanup. 
 
Venoco  has contracted response resources for bpd for Tier 1; bpd for Tier 2; and bpd 
for Tier 3. 
 
Venoco has contracted temporary storage resources for 224 bpd for Tier 1; 374 bpd for Tier 2; 
and 598 bpd for Tier 3. 
 
The contracted resources will be located such that they can arrive on scene within 12, 36, and 60 
hours of discovery of an oil discharge for Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier 3, respectively. 
 

Venoco will rely on Clean Seas for on-water containment and recovery of all spills.  All of Clean 

Seas’ response equipment, including the derated recovery capability, the amount of boom feet, 

and the temporary storage capability, is provided in Appendix F.  Clean Seas has demonstrated 

in its ability to meet the Federal daily recovery capability standards for the Santa Barbara 

Channel of 12,500 bbl/day within 12 hours, 25,000 bbl/day within 36 hours, and 50,000 bbl/day 

within 60 hours. Onshore response and cleanup will be provided by NRC.  Equipment lists are 

provided in Appendix F. 
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