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Dear Mr. Westhusin: 

This is in response to your request for a clarification of the nurse tank provisions in the 
Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR; 49 CFR Parts 1 7 1 - 1 80). Specifically, you ask if the 
actual thickness of a nurse tank, used to carry anhydrous ammonia, must be recorded 
following a thickness test. 

The answer is no. A thickness test is required for unlined DOT specification cargo tanks used 
to transport materials corrosive to the tank as specified in paragraphs (c) and (i) of fj 180.407. 
A nurse tank is a non-DOT specification cargo tank that must only meet the provisions in 
§ 173.3 15(m). Therefore, the thickness testing and recording provisions in 8 180.407 do not 
apply. 

I hope this information is helpful. If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact this office. 

Hattie L. Mitchell 
Chief, Regulatory Review and Reinvention 
Office of Hazardous Materials, Standards 
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I C A N N O T  FIND IN T H E  R E G I I L A T I O N S  T H A T  T H E  T H I C K N E S S  O F  T H E  T A N K  M U S T  B E  
O N  T H E  R E P O R T  FOLLOWING T H E  T H I C K N E S S  T E S T  O F  A N Y  T A N K S  R E Q U I R I N G  A 
T H I C K N E S S  T E S T .  I AM AWARE T H A T  THE M I N I M I J M  T H I C K N E S S  M l l S T  B E  SHOYN ON 
T H E  R,EPORT. 

IF I HAVE M I S S E I )  T H E  ABOVE R E Q I I I R E M E N T I  P L E A S E  D I R E C T  ME 'TO T H E  PROPER 
P A R T  OR S U B P A R T .  T H E  T A N K S  IN QIIESTION IS T H E  A N H Y D R O ~ I S  ~ U I I R S E  '[AI\IKS 
B l l T  AS I LINI IERSTANI I  T H A T  R E Q l l I R E M E N T l  A L L  T A N K S  HAVE T H E  SAME T H I C K N E S S  
T E S T I N G  R E Q I I I R E M E N T S  ALONG W I T H  THE SAME R E P O R T I N G  R E Q I I I R E M E N T S .  
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